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WTCC bidding begins 




missing out on millions 


Fred McGillivray, president and CEO of the World Trade and Conven¬ 
tion Centre, has said Halifax misses out on millions of dollars each 
year because of the limited size of the current centre. 


building is expected to be demol¬ 
ished sometime after the Chronicle 
Herald moves to its new location 
near the Armdale Rotary in June. 

Five other developers have also 
sent in bids: Hardman Group; 
Bird/Rideau Construction; Eastpen 
Inc.; Halifax Port Authority; and 
Anwyll Fogo Architects. 

Details of the bids are 


confidential until the province and 
city evaluate them. 

That should begin soon. HRM 
spokeswoman Deborah Story said a 
committee wiU review the bids and 
set up a short list. Then a request 
for proposal will be sent to the win¬ 
ning developer, and the two sides 
wiU begin discussing the project. 

Storey said 


she couldn't estimate how long the 
process would take but said the 
bids had not yet been reviewed. 

Ramia also said his company did 
not put forward a bid to bring the 
national portrait gallery to Halifax, 
as had been previously speculated. 
Ramia said pursuing the portrait 
gallery was briefly considered but 
abandoned due to expense and 
other factors. Calgary is widely seen 
as the frontrunner to get the gallery. 

"We were looking at it, but we did 
not," said Robia. "We got jammed 
for time and things just didn't hap¬ 
pen." 

-paul.mcleod@metronews.ca 


No crabs 
for lobster 
fishermen 


Herald building one 
of six in running for 
world trade centre 

By PAUL MCLEOD 

Metro Halifax 

The new owners of the Chronicle 
Herald building will be one of six 
groups competing to build a new 
World Trade and Convention Cen¬ 
tre in Halifax. 

Joe Ramia, director of Rank inc., 
confirmed they had put the Argyle 
street location forward as a possi¬ 
ble site for the new centre. The 


Saturn 

battles 

back 


Preston Manning speaks at the Canadian Centre for Ethics in Public Affairs inaugural annual lecture at Saint Mary’s 
University last night. The focus of Manning’s lecture was re-engaging Canadians in democracy. Story, page 3* 
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Teen gets 
youth jail 
for assault 

Spared adult sentencing, 
15-year-old girl could get 
$200,000 in counselling 

By RACHEL BOOMER 

Metro Halifax 

A15-year-old involved in torturing 
Kathie Lee Bennet last September 
was handed a two-year youth sen¬ 
tence yesterday. 

The youth sentence, which is the 
longest she could have received 
without being sentenced as an adult, 
means she may become the first in 
Canada to qualify for $200,000 in in¬ 
tensive therapy, tutoring, recreation 
and family counselling, paid for by 
the federal government. 

Halifax youth court Judge Pam 
Williams sentenced the girl yester¬ 
day to 16 months in the Waterville 
youth jail, along with another eight 
months in the community, for ag¬ 
gravated assault. She gave the girl 
no credit for the eight months she's 
served while awaiting her sentence. 

Crown attorney John Nisbet un¬ 
successfully argued an adult sen¬ 
tence would give the teen more time 
behind bars and allow her to mature. 

The teen's lawyer, Megan Long- 
ley, said yesterday the girl can now 
apply for a federal government pro¬ 
gram that offers $275 a day for pri¬ 
vate counselling. 

The teen was one of three girls 
who beat, kicked and burned Bennet 
with cigarettes for more than an 
hour behind a Dartmouth school 
Sept. 20, 2007. She had a broken eye 
socket and nose, and needed surgery. 

In March, Brittany McNeil, 18, 
was sentenced to six years for her 
role in the assault. Another teen is 
scheduled to be sentenced next 
month. 

-rachel.boomer@metronews. ca 
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No crabs this year: Feds 


But officials may 
make changes to 
quota in 2009 

By PAUL MCLEOD 

Metro Halifax 

Cape Breton lobster fisher¬ 
men who blockaded a har¬ 
bour this weekend may 
someday see their demands 
met, but it won't happen 
this year according to the 
federal government. 

A group of fishermen 
from Inverness met with of¬ 
ficials from the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans yes¬ 


terday, looking for a share of 
the yearly crab fishing 
quota. 

Because the quotas had 
already been set for 2008, 
that isn't possible this year, 
said a DFO official, but they 
will consider making 
changes for next year. 

"I wouldn't say we're ex¬ 
actly happy, but I can't say 
we're surprised," said 
Trevor Mclnnis, one of the 
fishermen at the meeting. 
"It's a possibility. That's 
where we have to start." 

From Thursday through 
Sunday a group of fisher¬ 
men blockaded Inverness 


Harbour, trapping a group of 
New Brunswick fishing 
boats in the harbour. The act 
was meant to draw atten¬ 
tion to lobster fishermen 
struggling with rising fuel 
costs and poor lobster 
catches. Mclnnis said the 
blockade was a success in 
that regard. 

"This side of the island 
needs some help. Lobster's 
just not going to cut it," 
Mclnnis said. "Don't get me 
wrong, we had a few good 
years, too. You felt comfort¬ 
able raising a family. But not 
now." 

One possibility discussed 


« This side of the 
island needs some 
help. Lobster’s just 
not going to cut it. 
Don’t get me wrong, we 
had a few good years, 
too. You felt 
comfortable raising a 
family. But not now. » 
Fisherman Trevor Mclnnis 

at the meeting was allowing 
lobster fisherman to catch 
crabs, but tying this to 
fewer lobster traps. The 
fishermen are scheduled to 
meet Nova Scotia Fisheries 


Minister Ron Chisholm this 
week and hope to also speak 
to his federal counterpart, 
Loyola Hearn. 

DFO officials told Metro 
Halifax it was too early to 
say what changes might 
come next year, if any. 
Mclnnis does anticipate 
some resistance from fisher¬ 
men who currently fish 
crab. But he said the New 
Brunswick crab fishermen 
who were trapped in Inver¬ 
ness Harbour handled the 
situation very well and 
many sympathized with the 
Cape Bretoners. 

-paul.mcleod@metTonews. ca 


$820,000 announced for 
Aboriginal trades program 


Strategy targets 
skilled labour 
shortage in N.S. 

By ROBYN YOUNG 

Metro Halifax 

Canada's human resources 
minister yesterday an¬ 
nounced funding to promote 
apprenticeship 
and trades pro¬ 
grams for Abo¬ 
riginal people 
in the province. 

The Aborigi¬ 
nal Human Re¬ 
source Council 
will receive 
$670,000 in 
federal dollars 
and $150,000 
from the 
province to implement the 
Nova Scotia Coordinated 
Aboriginal Apprenticeship 
and Trades Strategy, which 
kicked off at the beginning 
of May. 


Minister Monte Solberg's 
announcement at the Hali¬ 
fax Marriott Harbourfront 
Hotel was part of an overall 
speech about impending 
labour shortages in the 
province and across the 
country. 

"Our problem is that we 
have too few workers with 
too few skills to meet the 
demand," he 
told the Halifax 
Chamber of 
Commerce. 

And as the 
baby boomers 
head toward re¬ 
tirement, the 
problem will 
only get worse, 
he said. 

The strategy 
and funding will 
provide career opportunities 
for Aboriginal people while 
at the same time helping to 
fill the shortage of skilled 
trades workers in the 
province. 


newcomers 

Solberg also announced 
federal funding of 
$ 560,000 through the 
Workplace Skills Initiative 
to help integrate new¬ 
comers into the work¬ 
place. About 350 
immigrants to the 
province will benefit from 
this program. 


"This is very exciting 
news," said Valerie Whynot, 
a job developer with the 
Native Council of Nova Sco¬ 
tia. 

She said with the strat¬ 
egy in place, native youths 
and young adults are start¬ 
ing to learn more about the 
trade industry and the fund¬ 
ing will only help increase 
this awareness. 

"There's good wages in 
the trades now and I think 
that's what's starting to 
change things around," she 
said. 

-robyn.young@Tnetronews. ca 


« There’s good 
wages in the trades 
now and I think 
that’s what’s 
starting to change 
things around . » 

Valerie Whynot, 
Native Council of 
Nova Scotia 



Federal Minister of Human Resources and Social Development 
Monte Solberg was in Halifax to announce funding for programs 
to address the increasing labour shortage in the province. 


»news In Brief 


ARTISTS Nomination deadlines have 
changed for two of the province's art 
prizes. The deadline for the Portia 
White Prize has been changed to July 
15th. The deadline for the Prix Grand- 
Pre has been changed to Aug. 15. Prix 
Grand-Pre nominations will now be 
accepted for artists working in any 


medium, instead of one discipline each 
year. Nomination forms and more 
information about these and other 
prizes can be found on the Department 
of Tourism, Culture and Heritage 
website at 

www.gov.ns.ca/dtc/culture/culture_prize 

s.asp. 


INTEGRATION Three children's aid 
societies have decided to integrate their 
services and staff with the Department 
of Community Services. The Family and 
Children's Services of Cumberland, 
Queens and Yarmouth counties are 
joining other agencies in Halifax, 
Lunenburg, Shelburne and Annapolis 


counties that integrated with the 
Department of Community Services in 
the past two years. Integrating the 
three agencies will bring the 
department's total number of district 
offices providing child welfare services 
to 13. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Repeat 
med tests 
frustrates 
immigrant 

By LINDSAY JONES 

Metro Halifax 

A Russian man who has 
fought to settle in Nova Sco¬ 
tia for the past four years is 
refusing to get the medical 
exams necessary to finalize 
permanent residency for 
himself, his wife and two 
sons. 

In an open letter, Vitaly 
Bondarenko expressed frus¬ 
tration about the system 
and the Immigration De¬ 
partment's requirement for 
another medical exam when 
the family has 
already had them done 
twice. 

"The point 
isnotoiJythe 
money (every 
medical ex¬ 
amination 
costs about 
$800), but it's 
time. It's 
about four 
months of 
waiting. Ac¬ 
tually, we 
don't have 
any health, 
nerves or 
strength left," 

Bondarenko 
said in the 
letter. 

"We don't believe in our 
future in Canada any-more." 

Bondarenko's Halifax 
lawyer Lee Cohen says the 
family recently cleared the 
last big hurdle and got a 
green light from the Cana¬ 
dian Security Intelligence 
Service. 

"The glitch is that because 
it has taken this long to 
process their application at 
this moment in time, the 
medicals that the Bon¬ 
darenkos did previously 
have since expired, so like 
anybody else who applies to 
Canada, they have to have 
current medicals," Cohen 
said. 

"We're at that moment in 
time now where everybody 
that I've ever worked for 
wants to be." 

-lindsay.jonestSmetronews. ca 


Bon¬ 
darenko, 
who has 
spent the 
past 13 
years sail¬ 
ing the 
world on 
a yacht 
with his 
family, is 
currently 
residing 
on his 
yacht in 
Lunen¬ 
burg. 
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Charges are pending on both sides of the Confederation Bridge 
against a 25-year-old Moncton man in connection with the al¬ 
leged theft of a pickup truck . SOURCE: CBC.CA 
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No quick fix for democracy 


Justice Department blasted 


Sailing A cloudy forecast 



Crewmember Justin Bean climbs down the mast of the yacht 
Perseus yesterday as sunshine and warm temperatures made 
it feel like tail-ship season on the waterfront. The sunny skies 
weren’t expected to last though: Environment Canada is 
forecasting cloudy skies or showers for the rest of the week. 


No money for lunchtime 


Politicians need 
to regain public’s 
respect: Manning 

By LINDSAY JONES 

Metro Halifax 

How do you restore people's 
trust in politicians? Well, 
there's no catchy punch line 
here. 

hi his speech at Saint 
Mary's University in Halifax 
last night, Preston Manning 
pointed out that jokes about 
elected officials pervade our 
social consciousness and are a 
sign of society's lack of confi¬ 
dence in politicians. 

"What do a river and a 
politician have in common? 


»news 

In Brief 

APPEAL The provincial 
Utilities and Review Board 
(UARB) has denied an appeal 
of a decision made by Kings 
County council last year. The 
matter involved approving a 
development agreement with 
Constance Ward to construct 
semi-detached dwellings on 
Cornwallis Crescent in 
Coldbrook. The proposal 
concerned four semi¬ 
detached dwellings totaling 
eight residential units. 

PAIN Work carried out by the 
medical adviser to the Cape 
Breton Injured Workers 
Association and a local 
injured worker has been 
selected for presentation at 
the World Congress on Pain 
this summer. The poster 
abstract submitted by Dr. 

Irene Campbell-Taylor and 
Sharon MacIntyre was one of 
only 180 accepted out of 
more than 1,900 submissions 
for the congress, which will 
take place in Glasgow, 
Scotland, in August. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


"They both have a wide 
mouth and a narrow head," 
Manning said, prompting 
laughter. 

The former leader of the 
Reform Party of Canada and 
Canadian Alliance spoke to 
about 100 people last night 
about how to re-engage the 
public in democracy. 

He pointed to flaws in the 
democratic system that lead 
to voter apathy. 

Parliament's adversarial 
nature lends itself to asser¬ 
tions that aren't always truth¬ 
ful or give the full picture. 

Citizens should also have 
more involvement in choosing 
the electoral system. Elected 
members should be free to 
represent their constituents as 


Critics say health, 
safety disregarded 

By ROBYN YOUNG 

Metro Halifax 

Jail guards at the Cape Breton 
correctional facility should 
have been told about asbestos 
in the building at the same 
time other employees were 
informed, critics say. 

"What happened in this sit¬ 
uation is they didn't follow 
the code of practice; they did¬ 
n't notify all the employees," 
said New Democrat MLA 
Gordie Gosse yesterday. 

Maintenance workers at 
the facility were informed 
May 8 after initial testing was 
done and the guards weren't 
notified until a week later. 


opposed to their party's 
stance. 

He said voters should also 
elect people based on their 
commitment to democracy. 

"Do they listen more than 
they talk?" Manning said. 

Politicians could become 
more trustful if better train¬ 
ing was provided, he said. No 
other service organization in¬ 
vests less in human resources 
development, something he 
said he hopes to change as the 
CEO of the think-tank Man¬ 
ning Centre for Building 
Democracy. 

Manning said potential po¬ 
litical candidates need to 
learn practical skills like 
door-knocking, managing 
campaign associations and 


The air testing began 
March 26, the day after an in¬ 
mate noticed asbestos on the 
pipes and made a complaint. 

Justice Minister Cecil 
Clarke said yesterday the de¬ 
partment followed protocol 
and informed employees of 
the possible health hazard as 
early as possible. But the 
guards are frustrated they 
didn't learn of the testing 
process taking place until al¬ 
most two months after it 
began. 

New Democrat Leader 
Darrell Dexter said at the leg¬ 
islature yesterday, the Justice 
Department shows a disturb¬ 
ing disregard for the health 
and safety of corrections offi¬ 
cers. 

Liberal Leader Stephen 
McNeil backed up his con¬ 


how to navigate faith in poli¬ 
tics. 

"It used to be that voters 
welcomed campaigns with 
deep religious and moral con¬ 
victions. ... Today, people are 
scared stiff of candidates with 
any kind of obvious religions 
connections. They're wackos. 
They're afraid of extremists," 
he said. 

Manning, who identifies as 
an evangelical Christian, said 
politicians should heed the 
advice of Jesus who told his 
works to be wise as serpents 
and gracious as doves. 

"He did not say be as vi¬ 
cious as snakes and stupid as 
pigeons," he said, triggering 
laughs aU round. 

-lindsay.jones@metronews. ca 


cerns. 

"Why wasn't the proper 
protocol followed and correc¬ 
tions officers informed of this 
health hazard?" Liberal 
Leader Stephen McNeil asked 
during question period. 

Clarke told the house of as¬ 
sembly the department did 
everything that was required 
of them. 

He added that tests at the 
facility conducted over the 
long weekend, found the as¬ 
bestos to be "in acceptable 
limits." 

The results of those tests 
will be revealed today, he 
said. 

When corrections officers 
learned of the asbestos last 
Thursday, many of them 
stopped going to work. 

-robYn.young@nietronews.ca 


By ROBYN YOUNG 

Metro Halifax 

The education minister is 
sticking to her guns: Halifax 
schools will not get any extra 
funding when programs 
charging lunch supervision 
fees are cut next year. 

New Democrat education 
critic Percy Paris told the legis¬ 
lature yesterday the Halifax 
Regional School Board will 
have to come up with an extra 
$2.7 million to cover 
lunchtime supervision. 

"It needs a cash infusion to 
get the lunch supervision pro¬ 
gram off the ground," he told 


the minister, asking for a one¬ 
time grant. 

But Karen Casey said that's 
not a possibility. All other 
boards in the province have 
found a way to deal with 
lunchtime supervision for stu¬ 
dents without any help from 
the department and without 
charging extra fees, she said. 

"We are giving the Halifax 
board one full year to imple¬ 
ment models to allow that to 
be delivered," she said. 

The minister made the de¬ 
cision two weeks ago to legis¬ 
late lunch supervision with no 
user fees across the province 
starting in September 2009. 
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Holidays 


Caribbean Cruise from $369 

INCLUDES 6 nights aboard the Carnival 
Destiny. Sails roundtrip from Miami and 
visits Key West, Grand Cayman and 
Jamaica. UPGRADE to an oceanview 
stateroom for $24 per night. 

California 

Fly & Drive FROM $528 

INCLUDES airfare into Los Angeles 
and out of San Francisco and a 7-day car 
rental to explore sunny California at your 
own pace. Ask about Disneyland Resort 
Park Hopper Bonus Tickets! 


Holidays 


Varadero from $786 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, hotel 
transfers and 7 nights 4-star all-inclusive 
accommodation. 

London from $992 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare and 6 
nights 3-star accommodation in the 
Bloomsbury area. BONUS Continental 
breakfast included daily. ADD a River 
Thames hop-on hop-off pass for $21. 
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A fire destroyed much of a two-storey apple warehouse in Grand Pre on 
the Monday night. The WolfviUe volunteer fire department needed an ex¬ 
cavator to put out the fire. The fire marshal's office is investigating the cause 
of the blaze. metro haufax 


Hoisting the sails 




metr 


Nova Scotia clipper 
off to slow start 
in Race 10 


In fluky wind conditions, 
Race 10 to from Panama to 
Jamaica began Monday 
morning with Jamaica first 
off the line, showing deter¬ 
mination to break the so- 
called "home port curse" and 
secure its first win of the 
Clipper series. 

Following its headsail 
hoists, the fleet was hit by a 
sudden squall, causing the 
winds to shift temporarily to 
the south. As the fleet headed 
north toward Jamaica, over¬ 
all race leaders Hull & Hum¬ 
ber moved into pole position 
with Durban 2010 and Be¬ 
yond close on their heels, as 
both teams sacrificed direc¬ 
tion in favour of speed by 
choosing to sail higher than 
best course. 



The clippers line up for a Le Mans start off the shore of Panama Monday morning. 


race standings 

Race 10 
Standings 

1. Hull & Humber 

2. New York 

3. Liverpool 08 

4. Jamaica 

5. Glasgow 

6 . Durban 2010 

7. Qingdao 

8 . Uniquely Singapore 

9. Western Australia 

10. Nova Scotia 

The Clipper Round-the- 
World yacht race 2007-08 
will be sailing into Halifax 
in early June with Metro 
Halifax as a local partner. 
Clipper Ventures is unique 
in offering non-profes¬ 
sional sailors the opportu¬ 
nity to compete in a 
round-the-world yacht 
race. In anticipation of the 
fleet's arrival, we'll be 
bringing you updates on 
the race in the weeks 
ahead in collaboration 
with www.clipper- 
roundtheworld.com 


The last four yachts to 
transit the Panama Canal 
sailed out into the Caribbean 
Sunday night to join the six 
who had completed their 
passage Friday and Saturday 
for the Le Mans start at a 
pre-arranged rendezvous 


point. In a Le Mans start, the 
yachts line up with only their 
mainsails hoisted. On the 
starting signal they must 
raise their headsails as 
quickly as they can to gain as 
much advantage as possible 
over their competition. 


The 590-mile race is one of 
the shortest of the 14 indi¬ 
vidual races in Clipper 2007- 
08. 

The Nova Scotia clipper 
got off to a slow start and 
found itself at the back of the 
pack trailing Western Aus¬ 


tralia and Singapore. 

Current leaders Hull & 
Humber are confident they 
can maintain their current 
form and make another ap¬ 
pearance on the podium. 
"The race is going to be 
manic because it's a sprint, so 


there's not going to be any 
weather routing issues or 
anything," said crew member 
Nigel Rose. "It's just going to 
be side-by-side for four days, 
so it's going to be tough and 
demanding. We seem to be 
able to push the boat harder 


than most. It's challenging 
but we're very good at it." 

The yachts are expected to 
arrive in Errol Flynn Marina, 
Port Antonio, late tonight or 
early tomorrow morning. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Studying pot's effects on 



Dalhousie University researcher Mark Asbridge is hoping to 
pinpoint the precise effects of cannabis on drivers. 


Local police searching for 
shooter; casserole assailant 


Researcher hopes 
to pinpoint drugs’ 
specific risks 

By MELISSA SMITH 

for Metro Halifax 

When Mark Asbridge came 
across surveys indicating 
driving under the influence 
of drugs such as cannabis has 
surpassed the rate of driving 
under the influence of alco¬ 
hol, it stirred his interest in 
exploring the precise effect of 
cannabis on drivers. 

"People are quite con¬ 
cerned about this issue," says 
Asbridge, an assistant profes¬ 
sor in the Department of Epi¬ 
demiology and Community 
Health at Dalhousie Univer¬ 
sity. 

Cannabis affects drivers 
differently than alcohol. It 
distorts the user's perception 
of space, rather than slowing 
down reaction time as is the 


case with alcohol, Asbridge 
said. 

"It's the question of risk, 
and whether we can demon¬ 
strate if cannabis can actu¬ 
ally increase the risk of a 


collision, whether or not it 
can impact the severity." As¬ 
bridge says John Macdonald, 
co-ordinator of the Drug 
Recognition Program for 
Nova Scotia, says use of mar- 


drivers 

ijuana has grown in recent 
years and voiced concern 
about the potential ramifica¬ 
tions on the road. 

"You can do the typical 
driving functions — switch¬ 
ing gears, steering, breaking, 
accelerating — but you're 
unaware of your environ¬ 
ment. When your divided at¬ 
tention ability is diminished 
by drugs, you're not quite 
able to pay attention to the 
traffic lights, the crosswalks, 
or whatever's around you," 
S he said. "It takes away your 
g ability to pay attention. All 
drugs, whether it be 
cannabis or alcohol, are 
equal in that way." 

Over the next two years, 
Asbridge and the rest of his 
team plan to survey 1,500 
people in three different 
Canadian hospitals, including 
the QEII Health Sciences 
Centre in Halifax, and two 
more hospitals located in 
Toronto. 


By RACHEL BOOMER 

Metro Halifax 

Halifax Regional Police are 
conducting two strange in¬ 
vestigations: One into gun¬ 
shots fired in a Dartmouth 
neighbourhood, and the 
other into an assault with a 
heavy piece of cookware 
On Monday night, police 
got a tip that there had been 
shots fired in a Pinecrest 
Drive neighbourhood in 
Dartmouth — but the tipster 
hadn't heard them. 

When they got there, they 


MEETING The Yarmouth Port 
Authority is looking for input 
from the public on what 
direction Yarmouth’s port 
and waterfront should be 
heading in. A public meeting 
is being held on June 9 at 7 
p.m. at the Rodd Grand 
Hotel. 


found shell casings, but no 
victim, and no sign of what 
had been fired upon. 

At 10 p.m. Monday, police 
went to a rooming house on 
Portland Street after one 
man hit another one with ei¬ 
ther a casserole dish or a 
large frying pan. 

The two men knew each 
other; the victim went to 
hospital with a serious, but 
non-hfe-threatening head in¬ 
jury. 

Police are looking for the 
assailant - and his cookware. 

-rachel.boomer@metronews. ca 


APPLES Miriam Ferrer, a 
post-doctoral fellow from 
Acadian University’s biology 
department, has discovered a 
way to help fruit producers 
achieve a more consistent 
yearly production of organic 
apples and meet industry 
standards. metro Halifax 
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Canada 

State police commander Enrique Wuilar in Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico, said an American man who says he 
witnessed the shooting death of Canadian Bouabal 
Bounthavorn is being held in custody, metro news services 
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^ I Apply online : 1 ICICibank.cal 

ICICI Bank 


C-51 


Clitics fear Bill 


Legislation would 
modernize Food 
and Drugs Act 


Fines could soar 


Maximum fines for contravening the act could increase 
from $ 5,000 to as much as $5 million. 


» 


Canada's rank falls 
in peace survey 


Bill C-51, legislation — mak¬ 
ing its way through Parlia¬ 
ment — will modernize the 
Food and Drugs Act for the 
first time in over 50 years. 

"There is a lot of uncer¬ 
tainty around the bill and 
how it will impact access to 
natural health products. No 
one seems to be quite sure," 
Daniel Chiang, a nutritionist 
and Toronto clinic owner 
said. 


The confusion has gener¬ 
ated controversy. Earlier this 
month, hundreds of people 
turned up at rallies across the 
country to protest the bill. 

The Food and Drugs Act 
regulates the production, 
transport and sale of food, 
drug, contraceptive devices 
and cosmetics, with a focus 
on ensuring products are 
safe, ingredients are dis¬ 


closed and there are no false 
or exaggerated health claims 
on the product label. 

Among proposed changes 
in Bill C-51 are greater penal¬ 
ties for rule-breakers, power 
to the health minister to re¬ 
call drug products, and im¬ 
proved safety of all products. 

But critics — who have 
been carefully monitoring 
the progress of the bill, which 


is awaiting second reading— 
fear changes to the act will 
restrict access to natural 
health products, delay their 
approval, and give the health 
minister unprecedented 
powers of enforcement. 

Critics fear the minister 
would be able to suspend or 
cancel clinical trials, disclose 
and demand confidential in¬ 
formation, and impose "out¬ 
rageous" fines for minor 
infractions — with no men¬ 
tion of an appeal process 
after such decisions. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Iceland is the world's most 
peaceful nation while the 
United States is ranked among 
the bottom third, according to 
a study released yesterday. 

The "Global Peace Index," 
compiled by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit, ranked the 
United States 97th out of 140 
countries according to how 
peaceful they were domesti¬ 
cally and how they interacted 
with the outside world. 

Canada was no longer in 
the top 10 most peaceful na¬ 
tions. Last year it ranked 8th 
and this was year feU to 11th. 

Small, stable and demo¬ 
cratic countries were found to 


be the most peaceful in the 
index, with 16 of the top 20 
coming from western or cen¬ 
tral European democracies. 

The Group of Eight major 
economic powers were a 
mixed bag. Japan ranked 
fifth, Canada 11th, Germany 
14th, Italy 28th, France 36th 
and Britain 49th. Russia was 
near the bottom at 131st, the 
only one in the group below 
the United States. 

Iraq ranked lowest on the 
index. Afghanistan was also in 
the bottom five, along with 
Sudan, Somalia and Israel. 

REUTERS — WITH FILES FROM 
METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Vancouver Rubik’s cube 


Take back changes: Group 



Competitive “speed cuber” Hong Chen works on a Rubik’s 
Cube at his Burnaby, B.C. home yesterday. The first Pacific 
Northwestern competition will be held in Vancouver June 14. 
Chen took third place for blindfolded cubing at an international 
competition in Toronto last year. He solved it in three minutes. 


»news In Brief 


REPORT An estimated 8,000 
Ontarians die needlessly 
from chronic diseases every 
year in part because of the 
government’s slow progress 
in setting up a system of 
electronic health records. 
That’s a key conclusion in the 


annual report of the Ontario 
Health Quality Council, a 
provincial agency that found 
fewer than half of diabetics, 
for example, get enough 
testing and monitoring to 
keep their blood sugar under 
control. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


A Commons committee is ui^- 
ing the government to with¬ 
draw immigration amend¬ 
ments in the budget biU that 
give Immigration Minister 
Diane Finley unprecedented 
discretionary powers. 

Concerns raised include 
worries the changes would 
not address the backlog be¬ 
cause they apply only to new 
applications. Also, the minis¬ 
ter's discretionary power to 


prioritize and dispose of appli¬ 
cations lacks transparency 
and creates uncertainty. The 
changes could also favour 
sldHed immigrants at the ex¬ 
pense of family-class and hu¬ 
manitarian applications. 

Conservative members of 
the committee said the 
amendments are necessary to 
fix "Canada's broken and 
overloaded" immigration sys¬ 
tem. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


This Friday’s Jackpot: 

$27 MILLION 



Know your limit. Play within it. 


® SERVICE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE CALL KRISTA RODGERS 444-4444 Ext. 5861 


EDUCATION 



lYcDQElIfeQBB 
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Woori Education Group is 
looking for Canadian fannilies 
willing to accept international 
students into their homes. 


WINDOW REPAIR 





20 year warranty 


SALES EVENT 


Moisture in Windows? 

* Save Your $$$ 

* Save Your Windows! : 

* Save Your Planet! 

gg5'Ro)(^(o)[lJJir 

www.GetTheFogOutAtlantic.ca 


STORE CLOSING SALE 


savings 
up to 


Soon Park, Manager 


I 
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May 23 - Mary 26 • below location only 

0\RnDN®G\RDS 

Bayers Lake Power Centre • (902) 450-1808 
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(f. 489-972 6 

soon@nsesl.com 


This space could be yours for only $211 
Advertise your service and reach over 
25,500 individuals daily! 

Call Krista Rodgers 444-4444 ext. 5861 
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The Wall Street Burger Shoppe has regained its title for New York's 
costliest burger. For just $175, diners can chow down on a Kobe beef 
patty with black truMes, seared foie gras, aged Gruyere cheese, wild 
mushrooms and flecks of gold leaf on a brioche bun . REUTERS 


Quake toU tops 40,000 


Another 32,000 
still missing after 
China disaster 

China raised the number of 
dead or missing from a devas¬ 
tating earthquake to more 
than 70,000 yesterday, as res¬ 
cuers found more survivors 
eight days after the huge 
tremor hit. 

A government statement 
said the number killed had 
now topped 40,000, and state 
news agency Xinhua reported 
that a further 32,000 were 
missing. 

Authorities had previ¬ 
ously said they expected the 
final death toll to exceed 
50,000. More than 247,000 


were injured. 

Anger was building among 
bereaved parents in Sichuan 
over the way many school 
buildings had collapsed, bury¬ 
ing whole classrooms full of 
children. In one town, in a 
rare public protest, hundreds 
demanded punishment for 
anyone guilty of shoddy con¬ 
struction. 

Xinhua reported a 60-year- 
old woman was rescued in 
Pengzhou, more than 196 
hours after the May 12 quake 
struck. It said she had sur¬ 
vived on rainwater. 

In Wenchuan county, epi¬ 
centre of the quake in moun¬ 
tainous Sichuan province, Ma 
Yuanjiang, 31, was found 
ahve. His body was "as fragile 


« I survived purely 
on my will ...I have a 
60-year-old mother, a 
wife and two young 
children. » 

Quake survivor 
Li Tenqchong 

as that of a newborn baby," 
Chongqing Xinqiao hospital 
president Wang Weidong said, 
according to Xinhua. 

Rescuers also pulled about 
10 people off a mountain near 
Shifang town where they had 
been building an electricity 
generation station when the 
quake struck. 

Li Tengchang, 38, said 40 of 
his colleagues had been killed 
by falling boulders, and that 


others were stiH ahve on the 
mountain. 

"When the wait wore on, 
we thought no one would 
come save us and we would 
probably die," said Li, who 
was being treated for kidney 
damage. "I survived purely on 
my wih. I told myself I had to 
live and I had to survive. I 
have a 60-year-old mother, a 
wife and two young children." 

Meanwhile, nearly 9,000 
people were evacuated from 
the base of Shizihang Moun¬ 
tain near Guangyuan city 
over concerns about huge 
cracks on its slopes. And Be- 
ichuan, one of the worst-hit 
towns, was closed off after of¬ 
ficial warnings of fresh 
tremors. reuters 


Japan Beauty bath 



Kazuhiro Aoki, puts his face in an aquarium as Garra rufa, a fish used for skin treatment, 
nibbles his skin at the Beautyworld Japan trade fair in Tokyo yesterday. Over 600 exhibitors 
took part in Japan's largest beauty trade fair which ends today. 


USA 


Clinton wins state, 
Obama eyes prize 

POLITICS 

Hillary Clin¬ 
ton captured 
the first of 
two Demo¬ 
cratic nomi¬ 
nating tests yesterday with a 
big win in Kentucky. 

Clinton was headed to a 
double-digit margin in Ken¬ 
tucky, a bastion of the white 
working-class voters who 
have been her biggest sup¬ 
porters. But the results there 
and in Oregon will give 
Obama a majority of pledged 
delegates won in the lengthy 
state-by-state nominating 
fight with Clinton. reuters 




Red Cross workers distribute relief supplies and provide assis¬ 
tance to cyclone-affected villagers in Bogale in the Irrawaddy 
Delta in this undated handout picture released yesterday. 


Myanmar allows 
helicopter access 


Food program 
granted permission 
to fly in supplies 

Myanmar's junta has given 
the World Food Program per¬ 
mission to use helicopters to 
send aid to cyclone sur¬ 
vivors, the United Nations 
said yesterday, 
as flags flew at 
half-staff across 
the country to 
mourn the dead. 

The first day 
of a three-day 
mourning pe¬ 
riod passed in 
torrential rain 
and diplomatic 
prodding of the 
reclusive generals to allow 
more international aid after 
Cyclone Nargis hit in early 
May, leaving 134,000 people 
dead or missing. 

The junta in the former 
Burma has allowed relief 
flights to deliver supplies to 


Yangon, the largest city, but 
had balked at aerial access to 
the southwestern Irrawaddy 
Delta, where an estimated 
2.4 million people were left 
destitute. 

"We have received govern¬ 
ment permission to operate 
nine WFP helicopters, which 
will allow us to reach areas 
that have so far 
been largely in¬ 
accessible," U.N. 
Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Ban Ki- 
Moon told 
reporters before 
departing for a 
visit to Myan¬ 
mar. 

Amid warn¬ 
ings that many 
more people could die in the 
Southeast Asian country, Ban 
said he welcomed the gov¬ 
ernment's "recent flexibility," 
but added that aid workers 
had so far been able to reach 
only around 25 percent of 
those in need. reuters 


Nargis numbers 

The official num¬ 
bers are 77,738 peo¬ 
ple dead and 55,917 
missing, making Nar¬ 
gis one of the worst 
cyclones to hit Asia in 
decades. Myanmar’s 
government has esti¬ 
mated the damage at 
$10 billion US. 


Food prices to stay high: World Bank 


Troops to stay as long as 
needed: Afghan minister 


The World Bank warned yes¬ 
terday that it expects the cost 
of staple foods such as rice to 
stay high for years, but said 
the world's food markets 
were intact and needed no 
intervention. 

"This is not a few weeks, 
few months thing. It could be 
two or three years," World 
Bank Managing Director 
Juan Jose Daboub told re¬ 
porters after a speech at a 
Singapore university. 

He said global food mar¬ 
kets were working and had 
not lost their ability "to fix 
themselves". 


"It's better to have an im¬ 
perfect market than a perfect 
bureaucrat deciding for oth¬ 
ers. 

Daboub, a for¬ 
mer finance 
minister of El 
Salvador, said 
100 million peo¬ 
ple had been 
pushed back 
into poverty 
over the last two 
years due to 
higher food costs. 

He also said that food 
prices doubling for three 
years was equivalent to 


going back seven years in the 
fight against poverty. 

"The speed at which food 
prices have increased is star¬ 
tling," Daboub 
said, adding 
that in real 
terms, the price 
of rice was 
higher than at 
any time since 
the commodity 
price shocks in 
the mid-1970s. 

"The key element in any 
longer-term solution will be 
to increase global food pro¬ 
duction." REUTERS 


The Afghan government will 
decide when foreign troops 
will leave the country, the for¬ 
eign minister said 
yesterday, but 
added they would 
be needed until 
Afghan security 
forces could stand 
on their own feet. 

"Whenever 
the Afghan secu¬ 
rity forces and its 
national army acquire the 
ability to defend this water 
and soil against international 
terrorism and foreign inter¬ 
ventions, there will be no 


need for the presence of inter¬ 
national military forces in 
Afghanistan," Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Rangeen Dad- 
far Spanta told a 
news conference. 

'And the gov¬ 
ernment of 
Afghanistan itself 
will specify as to 
when and who 
needs to be (here) 
or go," Spanta 
replied when asked by a re¬ 
porter whether the govern¬ 
ment had set any time frame 
for the withdrawal of foreign 

troops. REUTERS 


»news 

In Brief 


SURVEILLANCE Britain is 
considering a massive 
government database to 
store the e-mails, Internet 
information, phone-calls and 
text messages of all 
residents to help security 
forces in the fight against 
crime and terrorism. At the 
moment, records of phone- 
calls and text messages are 
kept up to 12 months by 
telecom companies, in 
compliance with an EU anti¬ 
terrorism directive. 

IRAQ U.S. President George 
W. Bush has apologized to 
Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki and promised 
prosecution of a U.S. soldier 
accused of using a copy of 
the Koran for target practice, 
Iraq said yesterday. 

REUTERS 


« Ifs better to 
have an imperfect 
market than a per¬ 
fect bureaucrat 
deciding for oth¬ 
ers. » 

World Bank director 
Juan Jose Daboub 


foreign forces 

60,000 foreign 
troops are cur¬ 
rently deployed in 
Afghanistan, in¬ 
cluding roughly 
2,500 Canadian 
soldiers. 


RED CROSS/RED CRESCENT HANDOUT/REUTERS 
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Dollar 


© C$ 100.83CUS 

0.80c U.s.$ 99.18C 
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The U.S. Treasury Dept, discriminates against blind or 
poorly-visioned Americans by printing paper money 
that makes it impossible for them to distinguish 
denominations, a federal appeals court ruled . REUTERS 


Bombardier awarded 
$l.2B VistaJet order 


35 planes OK’d 
with option for 
25 more aircraft 


Bombardier Inc., the world's 
third-largest civil aircraft 
maker, said yesterday it has 
won an order for business 
aircraft worth up to $ 1.2 bil¬ 


lion US from Switzerland's 
VistaJet. 

The order, which was an¬ 
nounced at an air show in 
Geneva, is for 35 firm orders 
with options for an additional 
25 aircraft, the Canadian aero¬ 
space company said. 

If all options are exercised, 
the total value of the order 


will be about $1.2 billion. 
Bombardier said. 

As well. Bombardier said it 
wiU seU its charter unit Bom¬ 
bardier Skyjet International 
to VistaJet. The company 
said it has signed a memo¬ 
randum of understanding, 
but did not provide financial 
details of the deal. reuters 


France Fishermen protest 



A fisherman throws a pallet into a fire yesterday at a roadblock near a fishing port in 
Boulogne sur mer in northern France. Hundreds of French fishermen blocked ports and oil 
depots in France in protest against diesel fuel costs and fishing quotas they claim were 
killing their business. 


THE 

DAI LY 

BUSINESS BUZZ 


Mining stiU economic factor: 

Mining-related businesses continue 
to play an important role in Nova 
Scotia's rural economy, a new study 
confirms. The report updates an 
economic impact study first re¬ 
leased in 2006 showing that more 
than 6,300 people earn their living 
in direct and indirect jobs in the 
minerals sector, contributing more 
than $488 million to the province's 
GDP. Gypsum, crushed stone and 
salt remain the products with the 
highest primary production values. 

Ambassadors for Q)me to life: 

Fifty-eight businesses and associa¬ 
tions plus two of Nova Scotia's most 
popular entertainers have so far be¬ 
come ambassadors for the province 
with the provincial government’s 
Nova Scotia Gome to Hfe initiative. 
Singer-songwriter Bruce Guthro 
and comedian Ron James signed up 
as Gome to Hfe charter members in 


Antigonish on May 16. More than 
400 business and community lead¬ 
ers attended the dinner. Nova Sco¬ 
tia Gome to life is now represented 
by 149 charter members. More in¬ 
formation is available at www.no- 
vascotialife.com 

John Lynn new ECBC head: 

The speculation of the Enterprise 
Gape Breton Gorp.’s future began 
to heighten following the official 
departure of Rick Beaton as its 
vice-president and chief executive 
in November. However, it was an¬ 
nounced on May 15 that former 
longtime Sobeys executive and 
new Glasgow native John Lynn 
would succeed Beaton as chief ex¬ 
ecutive and vice-president of 
EGBG. The five-year appointment 
is effective June 1. The agency has 
been co-ordinating economic de¬ 
velopment efforts in the region for 
the last two decades. 


Get the full stories delivered to 
your inbox every morning 
by signing up for the 

Daily Business Buzz 

www.nsbj.ca 
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»news In Brief 


» OPEC The U.S. House 
overwhelmingly approved 
legislation yesterday allowing 
the Justice Department to sue 
OPEC members for limiting 
oil supplies and working 
together to set crude prices, 
but the White House 
threatened to veto the 


measure. 

» OIL Crude oil prices scaled a 
new peak near $130 US a 
barrel yesterday amid 
deepening worries over 
tight global stockpiles and 
signals from OPEC that no 
additional supplies are 


forthcoming to ease the 
crunch. 

» TRANSPORT Russian Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin 
yesterday pledged nearly 
$550 billion US to modernize 
Russia’s creaking transport 
system by 2015. Reuters 




WORKERS' 

Compensation 
BOARD OF NOVA Scotia 


Board of Directors 


The Workers' Compensation Board is a vibrant, stakeholder-driven Board 
of Directors that sets the vision, accountability and policy direction for 
the WCB, and works in partnership with other agencies to develop 
coordinated strategies for the Workplace Safety and Insurance System. 

The Province of Nova Scotia is seeking an employer stakeholder 
representative to sit as member of the Board of Directors for the Workers' 
Compensation Board. The Workers Compensation Board exercises 
stewardship over yearly revenues in excess of $254 Million and assets 
of over $1.1 Billion. The Board operates independently from government 
and is accountable to employer and employee stakeholders. 

Employer stakeholder associations that are Interested In nominating 
a member to serve on the Board of Directors should forward, In 
nomination: 

• The individual's resume, specifying the nominee's relevant 
experience in such fields as workers' compensation, governance and 
accountability, safety and injury prevention, healthcare management 
or other related fields. 

• A letter of nomination from the association and any other supporting 
documentation. Individual applications will not be considered. 

As the Province Is committed to affirmative action for appointments, 
stakeholder associations are asked to Identify whether candidates are 
members of aboriginal communities, women, persons with disabilities 
and/or members of racially visible groups. Compensation for this position 
Is currently $300 per day with an additional stipend of $2,000 per year 
when chairing a subcommittee of the Board. 

Stakeholder associations are asked to send their completed nominations to: 

Executive Council Office 

One Government Place, 6th Floor 1700 Granville Street 

PO Box 2125 Halifax, B3J 3B7 

Phone: 424-4877 (in HRM), 1-866-206-8644 (toll free) 

Fax (902) 424-0667 
Email: execounc@gov.ns.ca 

Deadline for applications is Tuesday, June 10,2008 
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Former Halifax Rainmen point guard Jermaine Anderson, left, is return- 
ing to Canada’s men’s basketball team this summer. The 6-foot-2 Toronto 
^^^ative has been a member of the national team since 2004 . metrohaufax 


Pridham picks Saint Mary’s 


Ex-Moosehead 
staying local for 
next hockey stop 

By MATTHEW WUEST 

Metro Halifax 

The Saint Mary's Huskies 
won't have many new faces in 
their hockey lineup next sea¬ 
son, but Halifax Mooseheads 
graduate Colby Pridham will 
be one of them. 

Pridham, an assistant cap¬ 
tain with the Mooseheads this 
season, is headed to Saint 
Mary's in the fall, along with 
Tangier native Tyler Hawes of 
the Rouyn-Noranda Huskies. 

The Huskies are only losing 
a handful of players from last 
year's team that went 20-5-3 
and finished as Atlantic Uni¬ 
versity Sport's runner-up to 
the New Brunswick Varsity 
Reds. 

"They've got a solid group of 


young players," said Pridham, 
a 5-foot-ll, 177-pound left¬ 
winger/centre. "They were a 
really good team this year and 
they'll be a good team for the 
next three years. That will be 
exciting to be a part of." 

The 20-year-old attended 
NHL training camp with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning last fall 
but a contract didn't material¬ 
ize. He returned to junior and 
battled a nagging ankle injury 
to post 15 goals and 20 assists 
for 35 points in 51 games — a 
dip in production from his 59- 
point breakthrough campaign 
in 2006-07. 

Pridham, who will study 
business at Saint Mary's, said 
he will need to do strength ex¬ 
ercises for the ankle injury, 
which he expects to linger for 
the rest of his career. 

Huskies head coach Trevor 
Stienburg sees Pridham step¬ 
ping into a key role and mak¬ 
ing an immediate impact. 


"He's a good player on both 
sides of the puck and he's a 
quality, quality person," Stien- 
bui^ said. "He can provide of¬ 
fence, he's committed to 
defence, and he's captain ma¬ 
terial." 

Hawes, a 6-foot-4, 224- 
pound winger, had a 29-goal 
campaign for Rouyn-Noranda. 
Stienburg said he likes Hawes' 
work ethic and two-way game. 

Stienburg also confirmed 
the Huskies have added blue- 
liner Justin Wallingford from 
the Kingston Frontenacs. The 
6-foot-6, 226-pound captain 
had 50 points in 61 games. 

Around the league, the Var¬ 
sity Reds appear to have the 
inside track on Cape Breton 
Screaming Eagles standouts 
Dean Ouellet and Jordan 
Clendenning. The Acadia Axe¬ 
men are beheved to be close to 
adding Eagles blue-liner Beau 
Prokopetz. 

^?iaii/ieM4wuesf@mein3neM/s.oa 
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Colby Pridham, who scored 35 points in 51 games for the Hal¬ 
ifax Mooseheads this past season, will be skating for the Saint 
Mary’s Huskies this fall. 


Vincent 
headed to 
Verdun? 

The Cape Breton Screaming 
Eagles will need a new head 
coach and general manager 
today, according to RDS.ca. 

The French sister station of 
TSN reported yesterday that 
Pascal Vincent is leaving his 
posts with the Screaming Ea¬ 
gles to take the same jobs 
with the new Verdun Junior 
in Montreal. The report said 
an announcement will be 
made today. 

The St. John's Fog Devils 
are relocating to Verdun this 
summer. 

Vincent has been with the 
Screaming Eagles since 1999. 
He received heavy praise for 
leading a rebuilding team to 
a 40-24-3-3 record this sea¬ 
son and was named the Que¬ 
bec Major Junior Hockey 
League's coach of the year. 
He was also named general 
manager of the year in 2007. 

Eagles president Paul Mac¬ 
Donald declined comment. 

-MATTHEW WUEST/METRO HALIFAX 
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THE BEST MARITIME DRIVERS 
TAKE TO THE TRACK 

in the Quest for the Checkered Flag at the 2008 Season Opener 


See Canada’s Fastest Legal Street Car and meet Lucas Oil 
Drag Racers Boo King and Lynn Cormier! 


Saturday, May 24th 6:00pm 

at Scotia Speedworld 

Gates Open at 3:00pm 
Tickets: Adult $22.00 I Youth (8-15) $5.00 
I Children under 8 are free 

Racing kicks off with the Hobby Stocks and the Maritime 
Legends Tour, followed by the Pro Stocks hitting the track 
for 100 laps of fender to fender action! 

Tickets are available at the gate, select 
Sponsor locations and Ticket Atlantic; 

www.ticketatiantic.com or phone 902-451-1221 

For more information please visit 

www.scotiaspeedworld.ca 
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Five-time Canadian ice dance champions Marie-France Dubreuil and Patrice 
Lauzon, right, announced their retirement from competitive skating yes¬ 
terday ahead of their upcoming wedding this summer. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Oddsmakers favour Wings 


T hey’ve won i 6 
consecutive 
games on their 
home ice, their top 
gunners — Marion 
Hossa, Evgeni Malkin 
and Sidney Crosby — 
have been on fire and 
their goaltender, 

Marc-Andre Fleury, 
has never been more 
efficient. And, yet, the Pittsburgh 
Penguins stand no chance in the 
Stanley Cup championship series. 

This, at least, is the view of profes¬ 
sional oddsmakers, who’ve estab¬ 
lished the Pens as sizeable 
underdogs against the Detroit Red 
Wings for the NHL final, which be¬ 
gins Saturday. 

The Wings are $ 1.60 favourites, 
meaning wagerers who take them 
must lay that much to win a dollar. 
If the Pens prevail, bettors would 
collect $ 1.40 for every dollar they 


placed on them. 

My hunch: The 
Wings take the series 
in seven. But the 
Pens, if they re-sign 
Hossa, win the next 
three Cups in a row. 

» Doesn’t the NHL’s 
schedule really seem 
odd now, in retro¬ 
spect, since the 
Wings and Pens never met even 
once during the regular season? 

1 mean, seriously, how far apart 
are Detroit and Pittsburgh? A one- 
hour flight? 

» From the mighty-have-fallen de¬ 
partment comes word from NBA 
sources that the Raptors are seeking 
to dump their previously highly 
touted forward, Andrea Bargnani, 
and have had significant trade dis¬ 
cussions about him with the New 
Jersey Nets, who also covet the Den¬ 
ver Nuggets’ Carmelo Anthony and 


Marcus Camby and the Phoenix 
Suns’ Leandro Barbosa and Boris 
Diaw... Brace yourself for this: Tim 
Donaghy, the ex-NBA referee who’s 
been busted for shaving points and 
gambling on games, is about to tes¬ 
tify that other offi¬ 
cials, coaches and 
even players were 
aware of, and partici¬ 
pated in, fixes ... Let’s 
knock off all the diss- 
ing of the Los Angeles 
Lakers’ Kobe Bryant, 
shall we? Kobe qui¬ 
etly went out the 
other day and bought each of his 
teammates $ 9,000 US Swiss 
watches. Nice gesture by the MVP. 

» And, speaking of unfairly criti¬ 
cized MVPs, the New York Yankees 
went 6-11 while Alex Rodriguez was 
injured.. .The San Diego Padres are 
wretched and about to start dealing 
players, including future Hall of 


Famer Greg Maddux, who’ll likely 
return to the Atlanta Braves’ pitch¬ 
ing staff... The Seattle Mariners, 
also inept, are desperate and 
plucked a Blue Jays farmhand, 27 - 
year-old Tracy Thorpe, off the 

waiver wire. Thorpe 
was 2-0 with four 
saves in 13 appear¬ 
ances for Triple A 
S 5 n:acuse... And then 
there’s ex-slugger 
Jose Canseco, whose 
latest steroids-in- 
baseball book isn’t 
exactly a best-seller 
and who lost his home after miss¬ 
ing mortgage pa 3 mients. Sadly, he’s 
about to become a so-called 
celebrity boxer — $ 5,000 per appear¬ 
ance. 

In three-plus decades as a columnist and broadcaster, 
Marty York has built a network of solid contacts and a 
renowned reputation for his hard-hitting, groundbreaking 
style. The tradition continues in Metro Sports. 
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« Doesn ’t the NHL s 
schedule really seem 
odd now, in retro¬ 
spect, since the Wings 
and Pens never met 
even once during the 
regular season ?» 
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In Brief PJ 

» NBA The Chicago Bulls won 
the lottery held last night 
and will get the first pick in 
next month’s NBA Draft. The 
Bulls, who had only a 1.7 per 
cent chance of winning the 
right to pick first after 
posting a 33-49 regular 
season record, will select 
ahead of the Miami Heat, 
who had a 25 per cent shot 
at the top choice. 

» MLB Mike Piazza, a 62nd- 
round draft choice who 
became one of baseball’s 
best hitting catchers, 
formally announced his 
retirement yesterday. Piazza, 

39 , holds the major league 
record for home runs by a 
catcher with 396 of the 427 
round-trippers he slugged 
during a 16-year career. 

» HOCKEY The Gatineau 
Olympiques are headed 
home early from the 
Memorial Cup. The Quebec 
Major Junior Hockey League 
champs lost 3-1 to the 
Spokane Chiefs last night to 
fall to 0-3, eliminating them 
from playoff contention. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Celtics continue 
home dominance 


Garnett sets pace 
in Game 1 victory 


CELTICS 88 PISTONS 79 


Kevin Garnett scored 26 
points and Paul Pierce added 
22 as the Celtics beat the De¬ 
troit Pistons 88-79 last night in 
the opener of the Eastern Con¬ 
ference finals in Boston. 

Having been pushed to 
seven games in each of the 


first two rounds, against At¬ 
lanta and Cleveland, respec¬ 
tively, the Celtics remained 
unbeaten on their home floor 
in the postseason after nine 
contests. 

Rajon Rondo had 11 points 
for Boston, which is trying to 
advance to the NBA Finals for 
the first time since 1987. 
Tayshaun Prince scored 16 
points for the Pistons, who are 
into the East finals for a sixth 
straight year, metro newsservices 


SCOREBOARD 



STANLEY CUP FINAL 
PITTSBURGH VS. DETROIT 

Came 1 — Saturday 
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 9 
Came 2 — Monday 
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 9 
Came 3 — Wednesday, May 28 
Detroit at Pittsburgh, 9 
Came 4 — Saturday, May 31 
Detroit at Pittsburgh, 9 
*Came 5 — Monday, June 2 
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 9 
*Came 6 — Wednesday, June 4 
Detroit at Pittsburgh, 9 
*Came 7 — Saturday, June 7 
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 9 
(*-if necessary) 



CONFERENCE FINALS 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
BOSTON VS. DETROIT 

Came 1 — Last night 
Boston 88 Detroit 79 
Came 2 — Tomorrow 
Detroit at Boston, 9:30 
Came 3 — Saturday 
Boston at Detroit, 9:30 
Came 4 — Monday 
Boston at Detroit, 9:30 
*Came 5 — Wednesday, May 28 
Detroit at Boston, 9:30 
*Came 6 — Friday, May 30 
Boston at Detroit, 9:30 
*Came 7 — Sunday, June 1 


Detroit at Boston, 9:30 
(Boston leads series 1-0) 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
L.A. LAKERS VS. SAN ANTONIO 

Came 1 — Tonight 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10 
Came 2 — Friday 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10 
Came 3 — Sunday 
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio, 9:30 
Came 4 — Tuesday, May 27 
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio, 10 
*Came 5 — Thursday, May 29 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10 
*Came 6 — Saturday, May 31 
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio, 9:30 
*Came 7 — Monday, June 2 
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10 
(*-if necessary) 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Baltimore 12 N.Y. Yankees 2 
Boston 2 Kansas City 1 
Detroit 12 Seattle 8 
L.A. Angels 3 Toronto 1 
Minnesota 11 Texas 4 
Chicago W. Sox 4 Cleveland 1 
Tampa Bay at Oakland 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Atlanta 6 N.Y. Mets 1 (Cm 1) 
Florida 4 Arizona 3 
Houston 4 Chicago Cubs 2 
Milwaukee 7 Pittsburgh 2 
Philadelphia 1 Washington 0 
Atlanta 6 N.Y. Mets 2 (Cm 2) 


San Francisco at Colorado 
St. Louis at San Diego 
Cincinnati at L.A. Dodgers 
TODAY’S GAMES 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Tampa Bay at Oakland, 4:35 
Seattle at Detroit, 8:05 
Kansas City at Boston, 8:05 
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees, 8:05 
L.A. Angels at Toronto, 8:07 
Texas at Minnesota, 9:10 
Cleveland at Chicago W. Sox, 9:11 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
San Francisco at Colorado, 4:05 
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh, 8:05 
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta, 8:10 
Arizona at Florida, 8:10 
Philadelphia at Washington, 8:10 
Chicago Cubs at Houston, 9:05 
St. Louis at San Diego, 11:05 
Cincinnati at L.A. Dodgers, 11:10 


MEMORIAL CUP 


SCHEDULE AND SCORES FOR 
THE CANADIAN HOCKEY 
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP IN 
KITCHENER: 

ROUND-ROBIN 
Last night 

Spokane 3 Gatineau 1 
Tonight 

Kitchener vs. Belleville, 8 

SEMIFINAL 

Friday 

Kitchener vs. Belleville, 8 
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Saturn’s perky performer 


Belgian-made 
Astra a neat little 
road-runner 

By MICHAEL BANOVSKV 

for Metro Halifax 

Much is made about the 
original philosophy behind 
GM's Saturn division, which 
was to lure import buyers 
from their Corollas and 
Civics and get them into Sat¬ 
urn's SLs and SCs. 

Combined with plastic 
body panels and no-haggle 
pricing, General Motors 
thought they'd created a win¬ 
ner. But the fact always re¬ 
mained that Saturn's products 
lacked both an American 
identity and Japanese reliabil¬ 
ity. It was hke going for sushi 


at McDonald's. StiH, the brand 
ended up outliving Oldsmo- 
bile and ditching its oft-touted 
plastic body panels. 

Now, instead of fighting 
the imports with American 
innovation, Saturn is battling 
back with a few imports of 
its own. The Belgian-made 
Astra never suffers from a 
lack of ride comfort or han¬ 
dling over its peers, and the 
only complaint you'll ever 
hear handling-wise is from 
stoplight racers with body 
piercings and noise viola¬ 
tions. But come on. This is an 
economy car ... and a damn 
fine-handling one at that. 

Between corners, there's 
sufficient power to crush 
eggs after grocery shopping. 
Now, if you decide to read 
other reviews on the car, the 


tester will probably say 
power from the 1.8-litre 
Ecotec four-cylinder engine is 


merely adequate. Not so. It's 
just as much as you'll ever 
need, with a good torque 


spread and well-spaced gear 
ratios to chuff you along. 

Top-notch build quality and 
high-grade plastics combine 
with clean-cut European style 
to make the interior one of the 
best in its class. You'll even no¬ 
tice that an impressive trip 
computer sits smack in the 
middle of the car's dash. In 
lesser models, the information 
and screen is toned down a 
notch, but in XR trim with the 
top-grade stereo, it gets as ad¬ 
vanced as a graphic equalizer! 

Saturn is billing the three- 
door Astra as the upscale 
model, with the five-door as 
the entry-level product at 
just $17,900 for an XE with¬ 
out air conditioning. The only 


three-door trim level is XR, 
for $21,225. Fully loaded, the 
three-door even comes with 
18-inch wheels. 

Those shopping for a small 
car should immediately take 
a look at the Astra. I've said 
before that it should make a 
big impact in Canada. It wiU. 
But moreover, strong sales 
may convince other manu¬ 
facturers with impressive 
European and Japanese 
products to enter the Cana¬ 
dian market with previously 
unseen technologies. As it 
stands now, the Astra is a 
great car and hangs with the 
class leaders as the final 
chapter in Saturn's product 
renaissance. 




2008 Saturn Astra 5 -cloor XE 


•Type: Compact 5-pass. • Engine: 1.8L L4 DOHC 
hatchback FWD • HP: 138 (§ 6,300 rpm 

• Price: $17,900 • Torque: 125 (§ 3,800 rpm 


Highlights: 


• Style • European build quality 

• Hidden practicality • Standard safety features 



Top-notch build quality combines with clean-cut European 
style to make Astra’s interior one of the best in its class. 
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<PRING 



Fully loaded with only 
62,000 km! 

Was $10,900 

$8,7'ir ^$85“ 

*Plustaxesandfeesfinanceprice.**Bi-weeklyO.A.C 


Fully loaded with only 56,000! 

Was $8,9090 

$6,942* E|a $95** 

*Pluslaxesandfeesfinanceprice.**Bi-weeklyO.A.C 


XLT Full loaded with 
sunroof. 

Was $19,990 

$17,534* E)a $170** 

^ *Plustaxesandfeesfinanceprice.**Bi-weeklyOAC 


Fully loaded with only 
one owner! 

Was $9,990 

$7,720* $105** 

^ *Plustaxesandfeesfinanceprice.**Bi-weeklyO.A.C 




2006 Ford Mustang GT 


Full load including leather, 

|5 speed & Shaker 500W Stereo. 

Was $28,990 

$25,607*^ $220** 

*Plustaxesandfeesfinanceprioe.**Bi-weeklyO.A.C 



6 Cylinder automatic 
with air. 

Was $15,990 

$14>259*^$160** 

Plus taxes and fees finance price.** Bi-weekly 0.A.C 


Fully loaded with leather 
and sunroof,67,000 km 

Was $10,990 

$9,35r ^ $105** 

^ *Pluslaxesandfeesfinanceprice.**Bi-weeklyO.A.C ^ 


2006 Chrysler PT Cruiser 


Fully Loaded with only 
70,000 km! 

Was $10,990 

$8,712* ^ $ 75 ** 

*Plustaxesandfeesfinanceprice.**Bi-weeklyO.A.C 


Steele 

FORD LINCOLN 

1-866-386-0103 

3773 WINDSOR STREET, HALIF^. 



* Plus taxes & fees finance price.** Bi-weekly O.A.C. Not all vehicles are exactly as shown. 


MORE VEHICLES ONLINE AT www.steeleauto.com 


Bring this coupon when purchasing a 
Pre-Owned vehicle from Steele Ford 
Lincoln and receive $200 worth of gas! 

Only one coupon per vehicle purchase and cannot be combined with any other 
offers. Coupon expires May 31st/2008. Coupon has no monetary value. 
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Luxury SUV with a twist 



Acura RDX has 
sights trained 
on competitors 

By MICHAEL BANOVSKV 

for Metro Halifax 

Until a short while ago, if you 
thought your life needed a 
premium compact SUV you 
could buy a BMW X3 or ... 
well, there weren't any real 
alternatives. 

Currently, the X3 stands 
beside Infiniti's EX35, the 
Land Rover LR2, upcoming 
Volvo XC60, and so on. 

Now, Acura has hopped 
into the arena. 

The new Acura RDX has 
its sights trained on the X3 
and similar entries in what is 
expected to become a fast¬ 
growing niche in the vast 
SUV/CUV pantheon. 

And why not? For a long 
time, drivers have been crav¬ 
ing a utilitarian vehicle that 
doesn't look hke a wagon or 


guzzle gas like a fuH-sized SUV 
Like all Acuras, the RDX is 
based on a car-like, front- 
drive architecture, but it 
adopts the Super-Handling- 
AWD concept first seen on 
the flagship RL luxury 
sedan. This street-oriented 
system (no transfer case, no 
differential locks) not only 
can vary torque distribution 


from 90/10 per cent 
front/rear to 30/70 per cent, 
it can also speed up the out¬ 
side rear wheel during cor¬ 
nering. 

The net result is an SUV that 
— riding on 18-inch wheels 
and with near-50/50 weight 
distribution — can corner hke 
a rear-drive sport sedan. 

One price you pay for this. 


however, is a stiff ride. 

The 2.3-litre 'four' under 
the RDX's hood is Acura's first 
turbo unit. It's good for 240 
hp, and zero to 100 knyh in 8.0 
seconds. The engine isn't as 
musical, however, as we usu¬ 
ally expect in an Acura. 

Athletic road moves don't 
come at the expense of utility. 
The driver gets a commanding 


seating position, and there's 
ample room for passengers 
and cargo. An optional Tech¬ 
nology Package adds GPS nav¬ 
igation, a rear-view camera 
and super-duper audio. 

The interior is simply a 
nice place to be whether or 
not you opt for the high-zoot 
Tech package or stick with a 
base model rig. 



Ford brand hits 
g-million mark 


MILESTONE Iowa farmer 
Thomas Krumm went to his 
local Ford dealer recently to 
order a Mustang GT con¬ 
vertible and unwittingly or¬ 
dered a piece of history — 
his Mustang is the 9-mil¬ 
lionth built by the Ford 
Motor Company. 

He discovers that on May 6 
when he picked up his mile¬ 
stone Mustang at the local 
dealer in Story City, Iowa. 

The Mustang is Ford's 
longest-running nameplate. 
It was introduced on April 
17, 1964 at the New York 
World's Fair and went on to 
become one of the most 
widely recognized vehicles 
in the world. 

Today, one of every two 
sports cars sold in America 
is a Mustang. 



T OF T+IE:FAMJLYr 


no May 24 


Thanks to advanced technology and engineering, you'll always feel safe and confident driving on Michelin® tires. And now, 
we're giving you something to feel even better about. For a limited time, when you purchase four eligible Michelin® tires, 
we'll send you a $50* mail-in rebate and enter your name to win tires for your family. That's right, win the draw and we'll 
outfit up to four cars for your family with Michelin® tires. Think of it as a way of welcoming you to the family. 

*Mail-in rebate with the purchase of four (4) eligible Michelin® tires. See your participating Michelin® retailer for details. 

**No purchase necessary to participate in the contest. Consult a participating Michelin® retailer for rules and regulations or visit www.michelin.ca 


MtCHELMm 


Visit us at any one of our 4 iocations: 


www.scotiatire.com 


2803 Robie Street, Hfx 
Tel.: 454-8300 
Fax.: 455-0225 
robie@scotiatire.com 

975 Cole Harbour Road, Drt 
Tel.: 404-3133 
Fax: 444-7899 

coleharbour@scotiatire.com 


267 Bedford Highway, Hfx 
Tel.: 443-3150 
Fax.: 445-1226 
bedford@scotiatire.com 

217Wyse Road, Drt 
Tel.: 469-6250 
Fax.: 455-0225 
wyse@scotiatire.com 


Make most of every tank 


As the cost of driving seems 
to rise every day, drivers are 
looking to get the most out of 
every tank. While some use 
alternative modes of trans¬ 
portation, many people need 
their cars on a daily basis. For 
those in the driver's seat, 
there are simple ways to in¬ 
crease fuel efficiency and 
save at the pump. 

"With the cost of vehicle 
ownership and car care 
growing every year, we all 
want to be more fuel effi¬ 
cient," says Mark Ferner, 
Shell fuels engineer and ASE- 
certified technician. "Using 
money-saving driving tech¬ 
niques and car care tips is an 
easy way to help get the most 
out of every gasoline pur¬ 
chase." Here's how: 

» Drive smoothly: Avoid 
heavy acceleration or braking. 
Speeding, rapid acceleration 



Driving smoothly and keep¬ 
ing your engine well-tuned 
are some of the things you 
can do to avoid too many 
trips to the pump. 

and braking can lower your 
gasoline mileage by five per 
cent around town and by 33 
per cent at highway speeds. 

» Replace dirty or clogged air 
filters: Replacing a dirty or 
clogged air filter can improve 


mileage by as much as 10 per 
cent. 

» Keep your engine well- 
tuned and repair any prob¬ 
lems immediately. 

» Make sure tires are not 
over or under-inflated: Keep¬ 
ing tires at the correct pres¬ 
sure can improve your 
gasoline mileage by more 
than three per cent. 

>> Minimize vehicle drag: Keep 
your trunk and back seat 
clear of unnecessary items 
that only add weight. Remov¬ 
ing excess weight can im¬ 
prove your gasoline mileage. 
»Use the recommended grade 
of oil in your engine: Follow¬ 
ing your manufacturer's 
motor oil recommendation 
can improve gasoline mileage 
by up to two per cent. 

» Use cruise control on major 
roads and in free-flowing 
traffic. 
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WHO^winifS?? 

HALIFAX DARTIVIOUTH 

CHRYSLER \ DODGE 

DODGE ^ ^ 

These two heavyweightare going toe to toe to 


'i 


bring you theib^r'minivan deal in Metro! 




U CONNECT HANDS FREE 
COMMUNICATIONS 


FUEL EFFICIENT 
3.3L V6 


LEATHER WRAPPED STEERING MIDDLE ROW 
WHEEL WITH AUDIO CONTROLS POWER WINDOWS 


FULL STOW 
N GO STEATS 

TRI-ZONE 
AIR COND. 


FOG 

LIGHTS 


REMOTE START 

POWER ADJUSTABLE PEDALS 


SIDE AIR BAGS 


ALUMINUM 

WHEELS 


POWER 
DRIVER SEAT 


All 
FOR 
JUST 


r«499] 


TAX INCH 

24 Mo. lease 


Add Swivel'n Go 

for only $14/mo. more! 


*24 Mo. Lease, 20,400 km per year. 1st payment, fees & $899 down payment. Due at signing, O.A.C. 


Who Wins? YOU DO!! 


BY SHOPPING AT THESE TOP RANKED DEALERS. 


to> 

DARiMOUm 

CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE 


Portland St. at Hwy. Ill 
www.ddodge.com 


Sal 469-9050 • 1 - 800 - 414-0213 




HAUFAX 


Serving Nova Scotia for 

50 Years! 


12 Lakelands Blvd., Bayers Lake Park. Easy 
entrance at Exit 2A off Hwy. 103. 

www.halifaxchrysler.com 
• 455-0566 • 















a; 

E 


TRAVEL 



Ireland's biggest bed and breakfast(B&B) or¬ 
ganization has launched a new website and 
live booking engine, wwwAownondcountryJe; 
you can now book a multiple-location B&B 

holiday in one visit to the site . METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Wednesday, May 21, 2008 


Explore the Aussie Outback 

6 day tour - 5675* 


FREE OZ TRAVEL TALK 

Travel Info, Money Saving Tips & More! May 22, 7pm -1589 Barrington St. 


*Airfare, transfers & m 


ITRAVELCUIS 

See the world your way 


Jetting off 
to rock out 


I f your love of travel is ri¬ 
valled only by your pas¬ 
sion for rocking out, plan a 
visit to one of the many 
open-air music festivals tak¬ 
ing place around the globe 
this summer: 

SEEME: 

SeeMe (South-East Euro¬ 
pean Music Event), to be 
held June 5-7 in Bulgaria’s 
capital city Sofia, brings to¬ 
gether big names in the 
electronic and dance music 
scene. Like the Miami Win¬ 
ter Music Conference, this 
festival has industry events, 
and three nights of parties; 
www.seeme-sofia.com. 
BONNAROO 
Named best festival by 
Rolling Stone Magazine, 
Bonnaroo is a four-day 
camping festival hosted on 
a 700 -acre farm in Manches¬ 
ter, Tenn. The party gets 
under way June 12 with 
dozens of acts such as Pearl 
Jam, Jack Johnson, Kanye 
West, Death Cab for Cutie, 
Tiesto, BB King and Broken 
Social Scene; www.bonna 
roo.com. 

SCHLAGERMOVE 

Schlagermove festival in 
Hamburg, Germany, set for 
July 4 - 5 , attracts some 
300,000 participants every 
year. Young and old alike 
dress in crazy costumes, 
sing quirky German songs 
and drink copious amounts 
of booze. A da 3 hime parade 
features floats decorated in 
hippie kitsch and everyone 
parties like it’s 1979 ; www. 
schlagermove.de. 

FUJI ROCK FESTIVAL 
Set in the mountains of 
northern Japan, Fuji Rock 
Festival, held July 25 - 27 , 
hosts both up-and-coming 
local bands and and high- 



THE TRAVEL JUNKIE 
JULIA DIMON 

www.thetraveljunkie.ca 


profile headliners like Un¬ 
derworld and Paul Van Dyk; 
www.smash-uk.com/fffo8. 
GLASTONBURY FESTIVAL 
The UK’s Glastonbury Fes¬ 
tival claims to be the 
“largest greenfield music 
and performing arts festival 
in the world.” From June 27 - 
29 , there’ll be performances 
by Leonard Cohen, Jay-Z, 
Manu Chao, The Verve, John 
Mayer, Ben Folds, Massive 
Attack, Groove Armada, 
Mark Ronson and many 
more; www.glastonbury 
festivals.co.uk. 

TUSKA OPEN AIR METAL 
FESTIVAL 

If metal — heavy, death or 
both — is your thing, you’ll 
love the Tuska Open Air 
Metal Festival. Taking place 
in Helsinki, Finland from 
June 27 - 29 , the event will 
feature 32 bands on three 
stages; www.tuska-festival. 
fi/index_eng.h tml. 

DISTANT HEAT 
Distant Heat is an all-night 
rave in Jordan’s Wadi Rum 
desert. Held July 31 to Aug. 

1 . It features the best of in¬ 
ternational electronic and 
dance music in one of the 
world’s most magical and 
remote locations; www.dis 
tantheat.com. 

Freelance writer Julia Dimon is editor 
of The Travel Junkie and host of Word 
Travels, a new reahty TV-series to be 
broadcast on OLN in 2008. Contact her 
at www.thetraveljunkie.ca. 


Insider's Amsterdam 


By INGE TE SCHURE 

Metro World News 

T here's more to Amster¬ 
dam than canals, coffee 
shops, bicycles and the 
red light district. As well as 
its museums and the 17th- 
century houses along the 
canals, Amsterdam has a lot 
of surprising sites, undiscov¬ 
ered by the mainstream 
tourist. 

Pay a visit to the smallest 
house in the world (located at 
Singel 7), the tiniest museum 
—the Miniature Museum for 
Modern Art (Singel 548), the 
"Magere brug" (skinny 
bridge, Amstel) or a Buddhist 
temple (Zeedijk 106-118) in 
the heart of the city. 


where to stay 


BUDGET: STAYOKAY 
AMSTERDAM ZEEBURG 
A brand new hostel located 
east of the centre in a typical 
Amsterdam neighbourhood 
designed by Dutch architect 
Edward van Vhet. The hostel 
shares this 1900s former 
school with a cafe/restaurant, 
theatre and cinema. 
www.stayokay.com 

MID-RANGE: NH CITY 
CENTRE HOTEL 
A hotel at the heart of Am¬ 
sterdam overlooking the fa¬ 
mous Singel Canal, close to 
the flower market and the 
home of Anne Frank. Offers a 
shuttle bus to and from the 
airport 20 kilometres away. 
www.nh -hotels, com 

DELUXE: GRAND HOTEL 
AMRATH AMSTERDAM 
A new luxury hotel set in 
the newly-restored Shipping 
House, a monumental budd¬ 
ing built between 1912 and 
1916 in the Amsterdam 
School style that retains 
many of its original features. 
In the centre of town, 500 
metres from the central sta¬ 
tion. amrathamsterdam.com 


what to see 


ANNE FRANKHUIS 
The house where Anne 
Frank wrote her famous 



At Amsterdam’s markets, you’ll likely find evidence of the country’s liberal marijuana laws. 


take it from a local 



Amsterdam resident Brian S 
is one of the Netherlands’ 
hottest DJs, playing funky 
house and groovy garage at 
his residencies at clubs all 
over the country and gigs 
that take him as far as Russia 
and the U.S. 

“The best thing about Ams¬ 
terdam is everything is close 
by, so you can go bar-hop¬ 
ping, from one bar to an¬ 


other. I like to go to cafes on 
the squares Leidseplein, 
Rembrandtplein, and then go 
clubbing at Cineac or Sinners. 
There’s real diversity in Ams¬ 
terdam. 

“Of course, all tourists should 
come to Cineac, where I per¬ 
form every Thursday at a 
party called Rush 3000. If 
you’re lucky, your visit will 
time with a big party with an 
international DJ. I love to do 
that myself, but usually I lack 
the time because I have to 
perform. My final tip: After a 
night of dancing, try a typical 
Dutch “kroket” (croquet), be¬ 
cause the fast food store 
FEBO is open all night long!” 


diary as she and her Jewish 
family hid during World War 
II is now a well-known mu¬ 
seum telling their story of 
their experience. Anne 
Frank's diary is among the 
original objects on display. 
aimefraiik.org 

VAN GOGH MUSEUM 

The museum contains the 
largest collection of paintings 
by Vincent van Gogh in the 
world, giving the visitor the 
chance to track the artist's 
developments, or compare 
his paintings to works by 
other artists from the 19th 
century in the collection. 
WWW.vangoghmuseum.nl 

REDUGHTDIS'TRICT 

Dating back to the 14th 
century when sailors arrived 


in need of some female com¬ 
pany, the district just south of 
the central station is full of 
sex shops, brothels, gay bars, 
cinemas, hotels and different 
kinds of museums. 

While this part of the city 
is a major tourist attraction, 
the mayor has been trying to 
clean it up of late. 
h ttp://amsterdam-red-ligh t- 
district.info/ 


where to eat 


HAESKE CLAES 
A traditional restaurant 
that occupies six epic build¬ 
ings in the historical centre of 
Amsterdam, complete with 
original architectural fea¬ 
tures. They serve traditional 
Dutch dishes including 
stamppot: Mashed potatoes 


with a vegetable, served with 
sausage and bacon. 
http://www.haesjeclaes.nl/ 

PANAMA 

Trendy Mediterranean 
restaurant and club in the old 
port centre, the area is some¬ 
times called the Manhattan 
of Amsterdam. 

Eat there, then enjoy live 
jazz on Thursday and Sunday 
and sets from big name house 
DJs on the weekend. Book 
ahead www.panama.nl 


where to club 


HOTEL ARENA 

A cultural meeting point. 
Hotel Arena is actually a 
hotel, restaurant, bar and 
club in one. Built as an or¬ 
phanage in 1890 this building 
became a youth hostel in 1982 
and was given its other func¬ 
tions in 1990. Housed in the 
building's former chapel, the 
club offers two floors of 
music, a mix of international 
DJs, 80s theme nights, salsa 
lounge and club classic. 
www.hotelarena.nl 

CINEAC 

New club owned by fa¬ 
mous Dutch DJ Tiesto lo¬ 
cated in a monumental 
building that used to be a cin¬ 
ema. A young trendy crowd 
dines at the restaurant, and 
it's a club every Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday with the 
latest house and electronic 
music, www.cineac.nl 
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entertainment 

Christian Bale is to play rebel leader 
^ ' John Connor in three sequels to the 

^ Terminator franchise, its producers 

have revealed. bbc news online 



» LAST CHANCE The curtain 
is about to fall on 
Neptune Theatre’s 
production of The 
Producers: A New Mel 
Brooks Musical. The show 
(above), which opened on 
April 15, will end its run 
on June 1. Neptune was 
one of only a handful of 
regional theatre 
companies to secure the 
rights to the multiple 
Tony Award-winner. 
Tickets for the remaining 
performances are still 
available. Call 429-7070 or 
visit neptunetheatre.com 

» SHORT LISTED Moncton- 
based artist Mario 
Doucette is the Atlantic 
regional finalist vying for 
the 2008 Sobey Art 
Award. He was among 
the five candidates who 
made the shortlist for the 
art prize, given to an 
artist under 40. The other 
finalists include the West 
Coast and Yukon region’s 
Tim Lee, Prairies and the 
North region’s Daniel 
Barrow, Ontario’s Terence 
Koh, and Quebec’s 
Raphaelle de Groot. The 
award will be handed out 
this fall. 

» PIKES PARTY Jay Semko 
of the Northern Pikes will 
be holding a Halifax CD 
release show for his 
upcoming album. 
International Superstar. 
The event will take place 
at Stayner’s Wharf this 
Saturday at 930 p.m. 
Tickets are $6 at the door. 

»NEW DEADLINES The 
nomination deadlines for 
two of the province’s 
most prestigious art 
prizes have changed. 

The deadline for the 
$25,000 Portia White 
Prize, which promotes 
innovation and 
expression in the arts, has 
been changed to July 15. 
The deadline for the 
$2,000 Prix Grand-Pre, 
recognizing artists whose 
work reflects Acadian 
cultural values and 
traditions, has been 
changed to Aug. 15. 

More information is 

found at www. 

gov. ns. ca/dtc/culture/cult 

ure_prize 5 .a 5 p 

» BACK HERE Musician 
Adam Puddington will be 
performing a string of 
dates across Eastern 
Canada, including Halifax, 
this June to support his 
new album. Back in Town. 
The Ontario-based singer 
will perform at Ginger’s 
Tavern on June 27. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Putting themselves to the Test 



Harv’s Sportsland’s Cecil Wright (left) and Harv Stewart are among the participants in CBC 
Television’s Test The Nation: Sports this Sunday. 


wrong. Except about 


Local sports guys 
go national on 
CBC guiz show 

By DEAN LISK 

Metro Halifax 

I t was a pretty laid back, 
and a rather Canadian 
way, to get ready for a 
sports trivia competition 
"Yeah, I prepared by drink¬ 
ing beer," Harv Stewart said 
with a chuckle. 

The co-host of Eastlink 
Television's Harv's Sports- 
land was among the sports- 
casters from across Canada 
who took part in CBC Televi¬ 
sion's special. Test The Na¬ 
tion: Sports. 

"It was top-drawer," Stew¬ 
art said about the play-at- 
home competition, which 
airs on CBC this Sunday. "Of 
all people, Alan Thicke was 
our coach." The quiz show 
will feature 240 Canadians 


I more information 

» What: 

Test The Nation: Sports 
» Where: CBC Television 
»When: Sunday, 8 p.m. 
» Online: Scorecards are 
available at 
cbc. co/testthenotion 


Five Nova Scotian chefs 
have been invited to show¬ 
case their culinary talent at 
the prestigious James Beard 
House in New York City this 
summer. 

The lucky culinary mas¬ 
ters are Michael Howell of 
Tempest World Cuisine, 
Craig Flinn of Chives Cana¬ 
dian Bistro, Martin Ruiz Sal- 


flexing their knowledge of 50 
sports-related multiple- 
choice questions, along with 
celebrity teams filled with 
armchair athletes, mascots, 
Olympians, and referees. 

"The couch potatoes were 
a lot of fun to deal with, too," 
said Stewart. "I was really 
excited to do this because I 
am a big sports fan, and I 
knew what to expect." Tak¬ 
ing part in the quiz show 
with Stewart was his Harv's 
Sportsland co-host Cecil 
Wright. As he boasts on his 
show biography, Wright 
"knows everybody and 
everything. And he's rarely 


vador of Fleur de Sel, Dennis 
Johnson of FID and Ray 
Bear of Bear. 

To support the chefs. 
Taste of Nova Scotia will be 
hosting a fundraising dinner 
on June 8 at CEB Halifax's 
Juno Tower. 

The Fine Food & Friends 
fundraising dinner will fea¬ 
ture five courses, each pre- 


NASCAR." 

'Absolutely not, I am not 
an expert," Wright said. 
"There are some topics I am 
better on than others, and the 
show asked a good variety, 
and several of them I had no 
knowledge of." Stewart said 
the questions were not aU to¬ 
tally sports-related, there 
were some pop culture ques¬ 
tions and some extreme sport 
trivia. "It wasn't a big deal. I 
just went with the flow and I 
knew the questions weren't 
going to be too difficult. 
"They had to be more general 
for the audience and the 


pared by one of the five 
chefs. 

Tickets for the dinner are 
$200 or $1,400 for a table of 
eight. Call 492-9291, ext 114 
or email taste@tasteofnovas 
cotia.com. 

The James Beard Society 
in New York is a prestigious 
culinary organization dedi¬ 
cated to the memory of 


teams involved," he said. 
Wright said one of the high¬ 
lights was getting to meet 
some of Canada's sports 
celebrities, including people 
like Don Cherry and gold- 
medal figure skater Elvis Sto- 
jko. "It was an honour to 
meet him. I shook his hand 
but everyone wanted to have 
their picture taken with 
him," Wright said. "Some 
lady said 'Do you mind tak¬ 
ing a picture of us?' I said 
sure, and then another per¬ 
son asked. 

"Elvis said I should stay 
with him and be his official 
photographer." 


New York 

James Beard, one of the 
founding fathers of Ameri¬ 
can cuisine. 

Every year, select chefs 
from around the world are 
selected to create multi¬ 
course meals for 75 to 90 
dinners. 

For more information 
visit tasteofnovascotia.com. 
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Singer 
in Vile 
sex video': 
prosecutor 

R&B star R. Kelly produced 
and starred in a "vile, dis¬ 
turbing and disgusting" sex 
video with an underaged 
girl, prosecutors told a jury 
yesterday. 

But lawyers defending 
the Grammy Award-win¬ 
ning recording artist said 
the 2 6-minute tape shows 
neither Kelly nor his alleged 
victim, and where the video 
came from remains a mys¬ 
tery. 

The exchanges came in 
the opening statements of 
Kelly's trial on 14 counts of 
videotaping, producing or 
soliciting child pornography. 
If convicted of all charges, 
the 41-year-old performer, 
whose given name is Robert 
Kelly, could be sentenced to 
up to 15 years in prison. 

The tape at the centre of 
the case was to be shown in 
court. Prosecutors say the 
tape was made between 
January 1998 and Novem¬ 
ber 2000, when the girl was 
13 or 14. 

Boliker told the jury that 
the girl — now in her 20s — 
will not testify for the pros¬ 
ecution. She has said it is not 
her on the tape and refused 
to testify against Kelly, but 
she may be called as a de¬ 
fence witness, court records 
indicate. "Robert Kelly is not 
on that tape," said defence 
lawyer Sam Adam Jr., nor is 
the alleged victim. 

Adam said the FBI re¬ 
viewed the tape, which was 
turned over to police by the 
Chicago Sun-Times in 2002, 
and the agency concluded 
that they could not identify 
Kelly as being on the tape. 

REUTERS 


Local chefs to be honoured in 
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Movies in 
Halifax this past 
weekend: 

1. Chronicles of Narnia; 
Prince Caspian 

2. Iron Man 

3. What Happens In Vegas 

4. Made of Honor 

5. Speed Racer 

— Empire Theatres 
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music 

The bestselling CDs on Amazon.ca are: i. Snacktime, Barenaked 

Ladies (front man Steven Page, left); 2. Rockferry, Duffy; 3 . Narrow 

Stairs, Death Cab For Cutie; 4 . Hard Candy, Madonna; 5 . Home Before 

Dark, Neil Diamond. metro news services 


metr® 

TOP 

5IVE 


Glam rock acts: 

1. David Bowie, below 

2 . Kiss 

3. Alice Cooper 

4. Twisted Sister 

5. New York Dolls 


— Metro 
News Services 



Searching for answers 


Fictional character 
helps Sarah Slean 
pen The Baroness 

By ROB McMAHON 

for Metro Halifax 

Now that she's nearing com¬ 
pletion of a degree in music 
and philosophy from the U of 
T, Sarah Slearis been asked a 
few times to compare the 
two fields. 

She said both come from 
the same desire to answer 
the amazing, spectacular, 
terrifying questions that 
pepper our lives. And the 
characters Slean creates — 
like the energetic, red-dress- 
wearing Baroness of her 
new album—exist to help 
her grapple with these is¬ 
sues. 

"(The Baroness) is spectac¬ 



ular, larger than life — every 
time she enters a room 
there's a 13-piece orchestra 


www.metrocreativeawards.com 

VOTE FOR THE BEST AO AND WJN! 


there," says Slean. "I consid¬ 
ered myself shy and too 
bookish, and at times socially 
retarded, so (the Baroness) 
was helpful as a way of being 
on stage." 

Some characters fit pre¬ 
cisely within a single song or 
short story, while others de¬ 
mand more attention. Asked 
what made the Baroness a 
larger-than-song figure (she 
also appears in Tales of the 
Baroness, a three-part short 
film and paintings and 
poems), Slean said it's not the 
character itself, which does¬ 


n't really fit with the songs. 
Instead, the goal is to share 
feelings and experiences 
through a persona. Compar¬ 
ing her approach to Tom 
Waits', Slean quoted from his 
song Cemetery Polka: Uncle 
Verlin, Uncle Verlin, inde¬ 
pendent as a hog on ice. He's 
a big shot down there at the 
slaughterhouse, plays accor¬ 
dion for Mr. Weiss. 

"The Baroness character 
didn't really seem to fit the 
songs — she was more vivid 
and bigger. Then I reconsid¬ 
ered the word 'Baroness' (and 


see Sarah live... 

» Sarah Slean plays a 
gig at the Rebecca Cohn 
Auditorium on May 29. 

came up with) 'Barren-ness', 
and that totally captured I 
think what I was telling," she 
said. "[Waits is] a master at 
creating 3-D characters. They 
really come to life in his 
songs. I'm not doing that at 
all — I'm consciously moving 
away from it." 

To gather material, Slean 
occasionally detaches herself 
from the everyday. She's em¬ 
barked to a backwoods cabin 
during her mid-2 Os ("the ex¬ 
istential crisis everyone 
seems to have in their 20s," 
she said with a laugh) and 
more recently, to Paris for 
seven months. The object of 
these trips isn't escape, but 
rather an immersion in the 
temporarily foreign. 

"If everything is stripped 
away ... what it is like to be 
alive — is it worth it?" she 
said. "Yes it is — and that's 
what music is about, what 
people are singing about ... 
(The trip was) about taking 
all this information and not 
knowing what do with it at 
the time, but when you get 
back, all the little seeds start 
sprouting." 


Wilson in sentimental mood 


The Metro Global Creative Awards 2008 are set to 

recognize and reward the most creative advertising 
that appeared in Metro International editions over 
the last year. Over 20 million readers from 20 
countries have been invited to vote and it is now the 
readers’ turn to nominate the winner who will 
represent their country in the international final. 

VOTING BEGINS MAY 12 
AND CLOSES MAY 25 

Rules and regulations can be found at www.metrocreativeawards.com 
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Ex- Beach Boy to 
release new disc 

Brian Mlson will release his 
first album in more than three 
years in September, a project 
that marks his return to Capi¬ 
tol Records, the label where 
he gained fame with the 
Beach Boys during the 1960s. 

That Lucky Old Sun will 
come out in the United States 
and Canada Sept. 2, and a day 
earlier internationally, Mlson 
announced at a news confer¬ 
ence at the label's historic 
tower in Hollywood this week. 

"It's a great honor to be 
here and a very sentimental 
time in my life," said Wilson, 
65, looking relatively healthy 
in a striped polo shirt, faded 



Brian Wilson 


jeans and slip-on tennis 
shoes. "I haven't recorded 
here in 46 years, almost half 
a century that I haven't 
recorded here. Ha!" 

He said he had fond memo¬ 
ries of recording the Beach 
Boys' 1962 debut. Surfin' Sa¬ 


fari at Capitol. Later efforts, 
such as 1966's Pet Sounds, 
were recorded at other stu¬ 
dios around Hollywood, 
though the group remained 
signed to Capitol, now a unit 
I of closely held EMI Group Pic. 
I Most of Wilson's solo 
> recordings, including his self- 
i titled 1988 debut and 2004's 

O 

^ Grammy-winning Srmle, 
I have been released by Warner 
m Music Group Corp. His last 
album. What I Really Want 
for Christmas, came out in 
2005 through Arista Records. 

Described by Capitol as "a 
musical love letter from 
Southern California," the 
new album features 11 songs 
punctuated by spoken-word 
narratives describing life in 
Los Angeles. reuters 






























John Cusack, right, is eyeing a big-budget disaster film as his next project. 
The actor is in talks to play a heroic survivor in Roland Emmerich's apoca¬ 
lyptic 2012, which Columbia Pictures plans to release in next July, reuters 



It’s all up to Idol viewers 


Popularity of 
singer counts, 
not technicality 

I f this competition was 
actually based on the 
technicality of the per¬ 
formances of the contest¬ 
ants, David Archuleta 
would be crowned this 
year’s champion. 

But American Idol is a 
popularity contest. This 
year’s winner will depend 
on who wowed the viewers 
more — Archuleta or David 
Cook. 

With three songs each to 
sing last night, Round I’s 
songs were chosen by Clive 
Davis. 

Cook sang U 2 ’s 1 Still 
Haven’t Found What I’m 
Looking For, and though 
he seemed very nervous at 
the start, once he started 



ON TV 


SANDY GAETANO 

sandy.caetanogmetronews.ca 

singing all that tension 
evaporated and he did 
shine like a star. 

Archuleta sang Don’t 
Let The Sun Go Down On 
Me by Elton John, and 
stood his ground with an¬ 
other flawless number. 

Round 2 had them sing 
one of two possibilities for 
the winner’s song. Cook’s 
rendition of Dream Big 
sounded like Harem 
Scarem or something like 


that from the ’ 80 s or ’ 90 s. 

As good as it was, it wasn’t 
very memorable. 

Archuleta sang In This 
Moment — again, another 
ballad to get all the pre-pu- 
bescent girl’s hearts flut¬ 
tering. There was nothing 
new, but it was a very 
strong performance. 

The final round was 
competitor’s choice. 

Singing The World 1 Know 
by Collective Soul was 
Cook, but he mumbled 
most of the song and lost 
his edge. 

Archuleta re-sung Imag¬ 
ine by John Lennon. It’s 
something we’ve seen be¬ 
fore, but it was amazing. 

It may have been the bat¬ 
tle of the Davids but in the o 

O 

end it was Goliath — Ruben J 
Studdard — who ended the t 
show with Celebrate Me American Idol’s Top 2 contestants: David Archuleta, left, and 
Home. David Cook. 



people 


star Trek’s Takei 
to wed partner 

MARRIAGE Actor George 
Takei, best known for play¬ 
ing Mr. Sulu on Star Trek, 
says he plans to wed his 
longtime partner now that 
the California Supreme 
Court has overturned a state 
ban on gay marriage. 

Takei, 71, said he and Brad 
Altman, his 54-year-old 
business manager, are going 
through the "delicious 
process" of planning their 
nuptials. 

'As an American, I was de¬ 
lighted that we're getting 
closer and closer to more 
truly being faithful to the 
Constitution," said Takei. 

Takei said he and Altman 
have been together 21 years, 
since meeting at a gay men's 
running club in Los Angeles, 
where Altman trained the 
actor for his first marathon. 

REUTERS 


theatre 


Holmes to make 
Broadway debut 

CASTING Actress Katie 
Holmes will make her 
Broadway debut this au¬ 
tumn in a revival of Arthur 
Miller's All 
My Sons, star¬ 
ring alongside 
Oscar winner 
Dianne Wiest 
and Tony 
winner John 
lithgow, producers said. 

A theatre and date have 
not yet been announced. 



Holmes 


movies 


Iron Man grips 
top spot abroad 

BOX OFFICE Iron Man led 
the foreign box office for a 
third weekend, narrowly 
besting newcomer The 
Chronicles Of Narnia: Prince 
Caspian and the romantic 
comedy What Happens In 
Vegas, according to studio 
estimates. 

The superhero saga 
grossed an estimated $25.6 
million US from 62 territo¬ 
ries, raising its foreign total 
to $206 million. 
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39 SHOW 

Trailer 

I Billable 

ReGenesis 

Da Vinci’s Inquest 

Trailer 

Rent 

Life 


40 

40 

40 SLICE 

Three Takes 

Women 

Debt Part 

X-Weighted 

Find-Husband 

Trading 


47 

47 

47 SPACE 

The Sentinel 

Stargate SG-1 

Star Trek; Voyager 

Star Trek Gen. 

Supernat 


14 

14 

14 SPIKE 

CSI; Crime Sen 

CSI; Crime Sen 

CSI; Crime Sen 

UFC Unleashed 

Fighter 

> 

57 

98 

98 STAR 

Making It 

Treatment 

Look Like 

Hollywood 

TMZ 

eTalk 

Design 

In Fashion 

Tonight 

% 

21 

21 

21 TLC 

What Not to Wear 

Jon Kate 

Jon Kate 

Jon Kate 

Jon Kate 

Jon & Kate, Skiing 

Jon Kate 

(5 

56 

34 

34 TROP 

Inside Box 

Vanity 

TV Made 

Ad Pers 

ET 

What 

Fam. Guy 

Seinfeld 

Seinfeld 

> 

0 

20 

20 

20 TV5 

Champion 

J’rnalFR2 

Toute une histoire 

Entre ses mains (2005, Drame) 

La 25eme 

24 idees 

28 

28 

28 V 

Side Effects 

Murder, She Wrote 

Sorry 

No Place 

Jeeves and Wooster 

Rabbit Fall 

(0 

u 

22 

22 

22 W 

Shopping 

House 

Will-Grace 

Friends 

Shopping 

Style Jury 

Cookies 

Stuck 

Maxed 

251 

251 251 WGN 

My Wife 

Jim 

Two Men 

Fam. Guy 

Farmer Wants a Wife 

Farmer Wants a Wife 

News 


Qltics’corner 

Life 

From leading two lives to being half the man he used to be 
— there’s a comedown. Charlie and Danni (Damian Lewis, Sarah 
Shahi) investigate a gas explosion that left a man with half his 
torso gone. The victim was an IRS agent who was living a double 
life — complete with two wives. A detective’s death further rocks 
Charlie’s world in the episode “Farthingale.” 11 PM on SHOW 



Criminal Minds 

Any profiler can find a serial killer with a pattern — such as tar¬ 
geting a certain type of victim. It takes a real pro to track down a 
murderer whose killings are random and whose victims apparently 
have nothing in common. But never fear: This team is all pros. Joe 
Mantegna and Thomas Gibson star in the drama-heavy season 
finale. 7 PM on CJCH; 10 PM on CBS 

CSI: NY 

CSIs are supposed to turn up after the crime, not in the middle of it. 
But in the season finale, Mac (Gary Sinise) is in the thick of things 
when a bank manager is shot dead during a robbery. One of the 
thieves takes the bank’s occupants hostage at gunpoint but insists 
he didn’t kill the manager, and he wants a crime scene investigator 
to come in and prove it. Melina Kanakaredes and Carmine Giovin- 
azzo also star in “Hostage.” 8 PM on CJCH; 11 PM on CBS 

Boston Legal 

Concord, Mass., cradle of the American Revolution, wants to 
secede from the U.S.? If you find that shocking, you’re not alone. 
Denny (William Shatner) is appalled — and even more so when 
he finds out Alan (James Spader) is representing the secession¬ 
ists. He signs on with the other side, and the two friends face off in 
court — which puts a damper on their celebration of their accep¬ 
tance into the Auxiliary Coast Guard in the season finale, “Patriot 
Acts.” 11 PM on ABC 


REUTERS 
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celebritybuzz 


What caused 
Shania breakup? 




W hat caused the sudden 
breakup of Shania Twain 
and her husband, music 
producer Robert “Mutt” Lange, after 
14 years of marriage? His relationship 
with another woman, say several 
sources. 

After the separation was an¬ 
nounced in a statement, Lange called 
the split “an unfortunate thing,” Peo¬ 
ple.com reports. He added, “It’s liter¬ 
ally just a growing apart, that’s all.” 
But sources close to the situation 


say a third party was involved: Marie- 
Anne Thiebaud, a longtime secretary 
and manager of the couple’s chateau 
in Switzerland. “Mutt and Marie-Anne 
left their spouses for each other and 
are still in a relationship,” says one 
source. 

Lange denies the claims. “It’s ab¬ 
solutely not the reason [for the sepa¬ 
ration],” the famously reclusive , 
producer told People magazine 
when asked about the alleged af- 1 
fair. Metro News Services | 



ii 

Taking time off is ^ 
risky: Paltrow 

Gwyneth Paltrow soys that taking time off to be mother to daugh¬ 
ter Apple, now 4, and son Moses, 2, mode her feel forgot¬ 
ten by Hollywood, People.com reports. 

In Cannes to promote Two Lovers, in which she co- 
stars with Joaquin Phoenix, the Shakespeare in Love 
Oscar winner, 35, expanded upon a comment 
mode by Jodie Foster, who noted that Hollywood 
has a short memory. 

"I really did not know if there would be a 
place for me," said Paltrow. "Jodie Foster was 
right, especially if you ore a woman and espe¬ 
cially if you ore not 25. Hollywood is 
pretty cutthroat, and everybody has a 
short memory. There is always 
someone who is younger or hot¬ 
ter or prettier." 

Metro News 
Services 




yi^- 


Victoria set for TV 



Victoria Beckham is set to return to 
Ugly Betty, femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The former Spice Girl will be 
making regular appearances on the 
hit US TV show, about Mode fashion 
magazine, after impressing bosses 
with her cameo last year. 

A series insider said: "The produc- 
are delighted she will return. She 
is going to feature quite a bit." 

When she appeared as herself 
in an episode last year, Victoria 
was locked in a cupboard by pub¬ 
lishing executive Wilhelmina 
Slater. 

Metro News Services 



Kiefer is 
officially single 

Kiefer Sutherland is officially single — he 
has finalized his divorce four years after fil¬ 
ing for a legal separation from his wife Eliz¬ 
abeth, imdb.com reports. The couple split in 
1999. The divorce was made official in Los 
Angeles Superior Court on Friday. 

The 24 star initially 
. filed for divorce, citing 
\ irreconcilable differ- 
I ences. His ex will now 
[drop Sutherland from 
her name. 

Metro News 
Services 



Kevin Winter/Geliy Images 


Lohan facing 
lawsuit 

The fur fuss swirling around Lindsay 
Lohan has gone legal — the actress has 
been slapped with a lawsuit for taking a 
coat without permission, imdb.com reports. 
Masha Markova claims 
the star took her 
$12,000 US mink coat ] 
as she left a New York j 
club at the end of a 
night out in January. The 
New York student has 
filed papers in Man¬ 
hattan's state 
Supreme Court. 

Metro News 
Services 


Diaz describes 'ideal guy' to In Style 

Cameron Diaz, who has dated both Justin Timberlake and John Mayer, opens up to the 
June issue of In Style about the kind of guy she's looking to spend quality time with, MSN En¬ 
tertainment reports. 

"I'm not going to bring some idiot into my world, and if I'm not sure about him. I'm cau¬ 
tious," she tells the mag. "My list is all about balance. You can have smart but not funny. You 
can have funny but not very smart. You can have intellectual but not social. But... I want it 
all! I love big brains. I love to eat. I love to be outdoors. I love to have conversations! I 
love to make love. I live like arrrgh!" OK, Cam, take a deep, calming breath. 

"I don't do anything half-assed," she continues, "and I want somebody who can keep 
up with all that. And I want someone who can show me something, you know?" 

As long as he's not overly man-scaped. "I love chest hair," reveals Diaz. "Mm-hmm. I'm 
not saying I want a huge amount, but the right amount is very sexy. I don't like the smooth, 
hairless body." Metro News Services 




Vince Bucq/Gelly Images 
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down» 


1 Finger-paint 

2 Ingrid in 
"Casablanca" 

3 British gun 

4 City near Seville 

5 Summer flower 

6 Ancient Peruvian 

7 Ghost-chance 

8 Chomsky 

9 Go to extremes 

10 Lends an ear 

11 Rx amount 

12 Zest for Life 

13 Flashhght output 
21 Totally amazing 
23 Main artery 

25 Skirt or blouse 

27 Musician's org. 

28 Latin dance 

29 Kind of prof 


31 Engine parts 

32 Sycophant's rephes 

33 —Kea volcano 

34 Campaign tactic 
36 Romantic island 

40 Gam and Coolidge 

41 Nurtures 

44 Luaustrummer 
47 Cowhide 

49 Gets acclimated 

50 Vinegar bottles 

53 Sgt. Bilko 

54 Young lady 

55 Prefix for pod 

56 Bluffer 

57 MOMA artist 

59 Homer's instrument 

60 Margin 

61 Cubicle filler 
64 A Little Woman 


across » 


1 Compact — 

5 Utah national park 
9 Less modern 

14 Low voice 

15 The skinny 

16 CeUokin 

17 Software buyer 

18 Rose Bowl org. 

19 Composition 

20 Kerchief 

22 Weasel relatives 
24 Due for payment 
26 Lyric poem 


27 Where Kuwait is 
30 NASCAR and NASA 

35 Ms. Sarandon 

36 Naughty kid 

37 Coal deposit 

38 1 in. = 2.54 — 

39 Syntax 

42 Bring action 

43 —BenAdhem 

45 Dots in the Seine 

46 Ms. Verdugo 

48 Quit for the day (3 wds.) 
50 Kind of salad 


51 Comedienne—Merkel 

52 — firma 

54 Oyster or clam 
58 Took stock? 

62 Colder 

63 Jet route 

65 JekyU's other half 

66 Musty 

67 Radiate 

68 Units of energy 

69 Tender spots 

70 Gazes at 

71 SmeU strongly 



OPINIONS. RESULTS. REWARDS. 

Tell us what you think about your Metro 
for your chance to WIN great prizes. 

Join Metro Life Panel today! 
www.metrolifepanel.ca 

metronews.ca 



Do it daily. 
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instructions » 

The digits 1 through 
9 will appear exactly 
once in each row, each 
column, and each zone. 
(A zone is an outlined 
3x3 grid within the 
larger puzzle grid. 
There are nine of these 
zones in the puzzle.) Do 
not enter a digit into a 
box if it already ap¬ 
pears elsewhere in the 
same 3x3 zone, or in 
the same row across 
the puzzle, or column 
down the puzzle. 


solve time» 


Under 13 minutes 
13-17 minutes 
17-21 
21-25 

More than 25 


Genius 
Scholar 
Smart 
Pretty good 
Keep practising 


previous answer 

9 

4 

7 

2 

8 

5 

3 

1 

6 

6 

3 

iv 

1 

4 

7 

2 

9 

8 
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8 

2 

9 

3 

6 

7 

4 

5 

4 

7 

1 

3 

6 

8 

9 

5 

2 

8 

2 

6 

5 

9 

1 

4 

3 

7 

3 

5 

9 

7 

2 

4 

6 

8 

1 

5 

1 

3 

6 

7 

9 

8 

2 

4 

2 

6 

4 

8 

1 

3 

5 

7 

9 

7 

9 

8 

4 

5 

2 

1 

6 
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take five 19 


HOROSCOPE 


1 



ARIES I March 21-April 20 
A reliable friend causes anxiety. Contact is 
made with those who care. All will be well in 
the end, if you do your share of work. 


J 




© 


TAURUS I April 21-May 21 
Fragments of the truth will disturb you. A 
field trip is fine way to spend time. A bad deal | 
gets smoothed out the easy way. ' 1 

GEMINI I May 22 -June 21 i 

Someone is caught being rude and self-cen- j 
tered. Refuse to take on disputes with others. 
Don’t take anything personally. V 

CANCER I June 22-July 22 
A tyrant insists on following protocol. Concen- 
trate on going full-steam-ahead. Tell an amus- " 
ing story to a decision maker. j 

LEO I July 23-Aug. 23 J 

You have the ability to see the future. The besf # 
thing will happen, if you keep your eyes open.^ 




J 



© 



A raving showdown is exciting to watch. 

VIRGO I Aug. 24-Sept. 22 
Pushiness sets the tone for the day. A static 
situation is at an end. A head-trip can be f 
avoided by going off alone. ^ 

LIBRA I Sep. 23-Oct. 23 

A silent co-worker knows what happiness is. 

- Someone’s quiet rebellion is disturbing. Your ' 
expectations of others are too high. / 

SCORPIO I Oct. 24- Nov. 22 4 

An accident leads to a passionate debate. Fi- * 
nancial needs arise with urgency. Rage results ^ 
from making a resolution. 

SAGITTARIUS | Nov. 23- Doc. 21 J 

A security concern is raised by a worker with ^ 
money problems. A discovery leads to disbe- j 
lief. Going away is an excellent option. f 

CAPRICORN I Dec. 22 Jan. 20 * 

An achiever must have a good time. You’ll un- ^ 
derstand the meaning of loyalty. Let your i 
heart and mind work together. ^ 

AQUARIUS I Jan 21 Feb 18 ^ 

Good news will come your way. A woman j 
comments on someone’s dreams. Share your J 
feelings with a trustworthy person. ^ 

f 

PISCES I Feb. 19-Mar. 20 * 

A suggestion for therapy will wreak havoc. 

Learn from those who live with integrity. Make T 
inquiries before responding. -avatar venjjs ♦ 


This Day IN HISTORY 


May 21,1851: Abolition May 21, 1945 : United 
of slavery in Colombia, States screen legend 

South America. Humphrey Bogart marries 

actress Lauren Bacall. 


May 21 , l 88 l: The Ameri¬ 
can Red Cross is estab¬ 
lished by Clara Barton. 


May 21,1917: Great At¬ 
lanta fire of 1917 - 


May 21,1972: Michel¬ 
angelo's Pieta, in St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome, is dam¬ 
aged by a vandal. 


Metro News Service 


Halifax weather 

Afternoon Tonight Thursday 


Rain. 

12 ° 


Friday 


Partly 

cloudy. 

3 ° 


Variable. 
13V 5° 


Showers. 
12V 5° 


.The 

^ Weather 
y Network 


Saturday 


'W 







/ > ijL/ 

/y / TV 

50% 




- ^ 80% 




Variable. 
15V 4° 


Temperature 

Normals 

High: 14.6° 

Low: 5.5° 

Records 

High: 22.8°/1951 
Low: -0.6°/1974 

Sunrise: 5:39 a.m. 
Sunset: 8:42 p.m. 
Moonset: 6:04 a.m. 
Moonrise: 10:48 p.m. 


©The Weather Network 20081 




Fall IWinterl Springl Pollen 


Get the most out of the season. 

Go to the Pollen Report @ theweathernetwork.com 
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Let the bonding begin. 


Next generation 
BlackBerry® Pearl™ 
8130 smartphone 

$9995 



LG Rumour™ 

$4995 


With our Fab Five plans 
starting at $ 25 /mo. you get:^ 

• Unlimited local, long distance and text messaging 
to and from any five numbers on any network^ 

• Unlimited nights and weekend local minutes^ 

• 100 anytime local minutes plus a bonus 150 
anytime local minutes^ 

Visit an authorized dealer today. 




Aliant Mobility Dealers 

AMHERST 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Amherst Centre Mall 

ANNAPOLIS ROYAL 

Annapolis Appliances Sales 
& Service Limited 
314 St. George St 

ANTIGONISH 

Cape Nova Electronics 
100 Main St 
DownEast/Aliant Store 
Antigonish Mall 
Pete’s Auto Sound 
4236 Hwy 104 

BARRINGTON PASSAGE 

Wilson’s Furniture 

3541 Hwy 3 
Wilson’s/The Source 
by Circuit City 

3542 Hwy 3 

BEDFORD 

DownEast/Aliant Stores 
Bedford Place Mall 
741 Bedford Hwy 
Sunnyside Mall 

BRIDGEWATER 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Bridgewater Mall 
Eastern Office Supplies 

136 Logan Rd 

DARTMOUTH 

Axis Mobility 
336 Windmill Rd 
DownEast/Aliant Store 
MicMacMall 
Penhorn Mall 
Sobeys, 612 Hwy 7 
Atlantic Superstore, 

650 Portland St 
Future Shop 
39 MicMac Blvd 
Aliant Business Store 
202 BrownlowAv 
Building B Unit D 
Nova Communications 
167 Trider Crescent 
Wacky Wheatley’s 
122 Main St 

DIGBY 

Peck’s Audiotronics 
163 Hwy 303 

ELMSDALE 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Elmsdale Plaza 

FALL RIVER 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Fall River Plaza 

GREENWOOD 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Greenwood Mall 

HALIFAX 

CBCI Telecom 
380 Bedford Highway 
DownEast/Aliant Stores 
5475 Spring Garden Rd 
Bayer’s Lake 
Halifax Shopping Centre 
(Store) 

Halifax Shopping Centre 
(Kiosk) 

Maritime Centre Mall 
Scotia Square 
Sobeys, Halifax Shopping 
Centre Annex 
West End Mall 
Future Shop 
208 Chain Lake Dr 
Wacky Wheatley’s 
201 Chain Lake Dr, Unit 11 
Bayer’s Lake Park 

LIVERPOOL 

MacPhersons 

137 Bristol Ave 

LOWER SACKVILLE 

DownEast/Aliant Stores 
Sobeys, 

752 Sackville Dr 
Atlantic Superstore 
745 Sackville Dr 

NEW GLASGOW 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Highland Square Mall 
Nova Communications 
810 East River Rd 

NEW MINAS 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
County Fair Mall 
9256 Commercial St 
Wacky Wheatley’s 
8961 Commercials! 

PORT HAWKESBURY 

The Rolling Phones 

Sobeys, 622 Reeves St 
Shediac Plaza 

PORTER’S LAKE 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Porter’s Lake Plaza 

SAULNIERVILLE 

Seashore Electronics/ 

The Source by Circuit City 
Saulnierville Mall 
9847 Hwy 1 

SHELBURNE 

Video Focus 
32 King St 

TRURO 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Truro Mall 

Sobeys, 985 Prince St 
Wacky Wheatley’s 
188Robie St 

UPPER TANTALLON 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Sobeys, Hubley Centre 

WINDSOR 

Home Hardware 
Fort Edward Mall 

YARMOUTH 

DownEast/Aliant Store 
Yarmouth Mall 
Tri-Star Industries 
88 Forest St 


Offer ends June 30, 2008. Available with compatible devices, within Bell Mobility core network and/or high speed mobile network coverage areas where technology permits. Data features available in addition to any Mobility plan (excluding Business plans). Each plan (minutes or volume) is invoiced on a monthly basis 
and minutes forvoice calls are local in Bell Mobility coverage areas; otherwise, long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) may apply. Other fees such as, on a monthly basis, 9-1-1 (75(/ month), and system access - which are not government fees ($8.95/month), and one time activation ($35) apply. 
With any download. Mobile Browser usage fees apply at 5t/KB if you do not currently subscribe to the Unlimited Mobile Browser™ service and charges may apply for content. Early termination fees apply. Subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. 
(1) Available to clients upon new activation on a minimum 1-year service agreement. (2) Get unlimited local and Canadian long distance calls and unlimited text messages to and from five phone numbers of your choice. You can change your Fab Five list as often as once per month. (3) Weeknights from Monday to 
Thursday, 9 p.m. to 7 a.m.; and Weekends from Friday 9 p.m. to Monday 7 a.m. (4) Bonus minutes are based on length of contract term. (5) With new activation of a new device on a 3-yr. contract term on a monthly voice plan with a data feature (ora voice and data combo plan) with a min. $35 value for the BlackBerry 
Pearl 8130 with a Smartphone 15 bundle (excluding additional members on shared plans). Rebate applies on device before taxes in-store or on the account otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. You must keep the Smartphone bundle for 3 months after activation, otherwise the rebate will be charged on your account. 

(6) With new activation of a new device on a 3-yr. contract term on a monthly voice plan. Rebate applies on devices before taxes on the account. You must keep the Fun bundle for 3 months after activation, otherwise the rebate will be charged on your account. The BlackBerry and RIM families of related marks, images, 
and symbols are the exclusive properties of and trademarks or registered trademarks of Research In Motion Limited - used by permission; Rumour is a trademark of LG Electronics Inc. ™here. for you. Is a trademarkof Bell Aliant. 













